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A riveting and revealing look at the shows that helped cable television drama emerge as the signature
art form of the twenty-first century.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, the landscape of television began an unprecedented transformation. While
the networks continued to chase the lowest common denominator, a wave of new shows, first on premium
cable channels like HBO and then basic cable networks like FX and AMC, dramatically stretched
television’s narrative inventiveness, emotional resonance, and artistic ambition. No longer necessarily
concerned with creating always-likable characters, plots that wrapped up neatly every episode, or subjects
that were deemed safe and appropriate, shows such as The Wire, The Sopranos, Mad Men, Deadwood, The
Shield, and more tackled issues of life and death, love and sexuality, addiction, race, violence, and existential
boredom. Just as the Big Novel had in the 1960s and the subversive films of New Hollywood had in 1970s,
television shows became the place to go to see stories of the triumph and betrayals of the American Dream at
the beginning of the twenty-first century.

This revolution happened at the hands of a new breed of auteur: the all-powerful writer-show runner. These
were men nearly as complicated, idiosyncratic, and “difficult” as the conflicted protagonists that defined the
genre. Given the chance to make art in a maligned medium, they fell upon the opportunity with unchecked
ambition.

Combining deep reportage with cultural analysis and historical context, Brett Martin recounts the rise and
inner workings of a genre that represents not only a new golden age for TV but also a cultural watershed.
Difficult Men features extensive interviews with all the major players, including David Chase (The
Sopranos), David Simon and Ed Burns (The Wire), Matthew Weiner and Jon Hamm (Mad Men), David
Milch (NYPD Blue, Deadwood), and Alan Ball (Six Feet Under), in addition to dozens of other writers,
directors, studio executives, actors, production assistants, makeup artists, script supervisors, and so on.
Martin takes us behind the scenes of our favorite shows, delivering never-before-heard story after story and
revealing how cable TV has distinguished itself dramatically from the networks, emerging from the shadow
of film to become a truly significant and influential part of our culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley McKay:

This Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wire to Ma d
Men and Breaking Bad book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Difficult
Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wire to Ma d Men and
Breaking Bad without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The
Sopranos and The Wire to Ma d Men and Breaking Bad can bring once you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wire to Ma d Men
and Breaking Bad having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Mary Lee:

Often the book Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The
Wire to Ma d Men and Breaking Bad has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading
this book.

Alice Black:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Difficult
Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wire to Ma d Men and
Breaking Bad your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Difficult
Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wire to Ma d Men and
Breaking Bad giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Eric Green:

You will get this Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The
Wire to Ma d Men and Breaking Bad by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to



be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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