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The latest of Ian Hughes' Late Roman biographies here tackles the careers of the brother emperors,
Valentinian and Valens. Valentian was selected and proclaimed as emperor in AD 364, when the Empire was
still reeling from the disastrous defeat and death in battle of Julian the Apostate (363) and the short reign of
his murdered successor, Jovian (364). With the Empire weakened and vulnerable to a victorious Persia in the
East and opportunistic Germanic tribes along the Rhine and Danube frontiers, not to mention usurpers and
rebellions within, it was not an enviable position. Valentian decided the responsibility had to be divided (not
for the first or last time) and appointed his brother as his co-emperor to rule the eastern half of the Empire.
Valentinian went on to stabilize the Western Empire, quelling revolt in North Africa, defeating the
'Barbarian Conspiracy' that attacked Britain in 367 and conducting successful wars against the Germanic
Alemanni, Quadi and Saxons; he is remembered by History as a strong and successful Emperor. Valens on
the other hand, fare less well and is most remembered for his (mis)treatment of the Goths who sought refuge
within the Empire's borders from the westward-moving Huns. Valens mishandling of this situation led to the
Battle of Adrianople in 378, where he was killed and Rome suffered one of the worst defeats in her long
history, often seen as the 'beginning of the end' for the Western Roman empire. Ian Hughes, by tracing the
careers of both men in tandem, compares their achievements and analyzes the extent to which they deserve
the contrasting reputations handed down by history.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Imperial Brothers: Valentinian, Valens and the Disaster at
Adrianople. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book Imperial Brothers: Valentinian, Valens and the Disaster at Adrianople. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Julie Moore:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Imperial
Brothers: Valentinian, Valens and the Disaster at Adrianople is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Lynnette Jennings:

The book Imperial Brothers: Valentinian, Valens and the Disaster at Adrianople will bring someone to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Imperial Brothers: Valentinian,
Valens and the Disaster at Adrianople is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Helene Anderson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Imperial Brothers: Valentinian, Valens and the Disaster at Adrianople your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Imperial Brothers: Valentinian, Valens and the
Disaster at Adrianople giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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