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Yves-Marie Bercé's The Birth of Absolutism offers a refreshingly original approach to the history of France
between the Edict of Nantes and the personal rule of Louis XIV, a period dominated by the names of two
cardinals, Richelieu and Mazarin. Berce brings to the task not only familiarity with the sources and with the
French historiography, but also a thorough acquaintance with the large body of English and American
research upon seventeenth-century France. This has enabled him to escape the diminishing perspective of an
older French school, the 'grand history told from Paris' which subordinated the course of events to an account
of the inevitable triumph of the 'Royal state'. Bercé's vision of French history is not of a 'one-way ticket to
the future'. The French Crown is beset by aristocratic faction only too ready to avail itself of royal minorities,
religious dissent or provincial grievances in the pursuit of its own ambitions. Richelieu is not only the
brilliant strategist with a mission to undermine Habsburg hegemony in Europe, he is also a political gambler,
staking the very stability of the kingdom on an interventionist foreign policy which was sometimes saved
from utter disaster only by the fortunes of battle. Mazarin is not only the mentor of Louis XIV, but a deft
operator with an uncanny ability to come back from the political dead. Bercé's own researches into
provincial history are put to good effect in showing how the fiscal and military demands of war created
social and economic strains which provoked regular peasant risings and culminated in the more organised
and threatening opposition of the Fronde. The story of early seventeenth-century France is thus one which
might have turned out very differently. It is still, in the end, a story of the rise of absolutism: but it is a highly
resistible, and often fiercely resisted rise.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hofmeister:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Birth of Absolutism:
A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Bonnie Abramowitz:

Here thing why this particular The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies
Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Birth of Absolutism: A History of
France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Birth of Absolutism: A History of
France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France,
1598-1661 (European Studies Series) in e-book can be your option.

Paul Smith:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France, 1598-1661
(European Studies Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France,
1598-1661 (European Studies Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Carlos Thornton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.



When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series), it is possible to
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a e-book.
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