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Tales of the country’s original criminals—and how the courts punished them for their misdeeds
 
Scarlet Letters, wanton dalliances, Sabbathbreaking, and debt: Colonial laws were easily broken and the
malefactors who broke them, swiftly punished. How did our ancestors deal with murder and mayhem? How
did seventeenth- and eighteenth-century New England communities handle deviants? How have definitions
of criminal behavior and its punishment changed over the centuries? What were early prisons like? What
were the duties of a turn-key? Find out all this and more in The Devil Made Me Do It.
 
Drawing on early court dockets, diaries, sermons, gaolers’ records, and other primary sources, Juliet Haines
Mofford investigates historical cases from a time when accused felons often pleaded in their own defense:
“The Devil made me do it!”
 
Among the questions that emerge in this fascinating book: Would spinster Sarah Booker be punished today
for her 1769 theft of three skeins of linen yarn? Would Joan Andrews still get a T for Theft pinned upon her
bodice for cheating a client by placing two stones in the firkin of butter she sold him?
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Devil Made Me Do It!: Crime And
Punishment In Early New England to read.

Judith Jordan:

The experience that you get from Devil Made Me Do It!: Crime And Punishment In Early New England is a
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Devil Made Me Do It!: Crime And Punishment In
Early New England giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Devil Made Me
Do It!: Crime And Punishment In Early New England instantly.

Richard Vedder:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Devil Made Me Do It!:
Crime And Punishment In Early New England that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Devil Made Me Do It!: Crime And Punishment In
Early New England become your own starter.

William Vong:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Devil Made Me Do It!: Crime And Punishment In Early New
England. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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