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The acclaimed author of Founding Gardeners reveals the forgotten life of Alexander von Humboldt, the
visionary German naturalist whose ideas changed the way we see the natural world—and in the process
created modern environmentalism.

NATIONAL BEST SELLER

One of the New York Times 10 Best Books of the Year
A Best Book of the Year: The Economist, Publishers Weekly, Kirkus Reviews

Shortlist -- Costa Biography Award
Finalist -- Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction
Finalist -- Kirkus Reviews Prize for Nonfiction

Alexander von Humboldt (1769–1859) was an intrepid explorer and the most famous scientist of his age. In
North America, his name still graces four counties, thirteen towns, a river, parks, bays, lakes, and mountains.
His restless life was packed with adventure and discovery, whether he was climbing the highest volcanoes in
the world or racing through anthrax-infected Siberia or translating his research into bestselling publications
that changed science and thinking. Among Humboldt’s most revolutionary ideas was a radical vision of
nature, that it is a complex and interconnected global force that does not exist for the use of humankind
alone.

Now Andrea Wulf brings the man and his achievements back into focus: his daring expeditions and
investigation of wild environments around the world and his discoveries of similarities between climate and
vegetation zones on different continents. She also discusses his prediction of human-induced climate change,
his remarkable ability to fashion poetic narrative out of scientific observation, and his relationships with
iconic figures such as Simón Bolívar and Thomas Jefferson. Wulf examines how Humboldt’s writings
inspired other naturalists and poets such as Darwin, Wordsworth, and Goethe, and she makes the compelling
case that it was Humboldt’s influence that led John Muir to his ideas of natural preservation and that shaped
Thoreau’s Walden.

With this brilliantly researched and compellingly written book, Andrea Wulf shows the myriad fundamental
ways in which Humboldt created our understanding of the natural world, and she champions a renewed
interest in this vital and lost player in environmental history and science.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Invention of
Nature: Alexander von Humboldt's New World is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Paul McKinney:

The book The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt's New World will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Invention of Nature: Alexander von
Humboldt's New World is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Judith Tate:

The reason? Because this The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt's New World is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Ariane Swanson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt's New World can make you
experience more interested to read.
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