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Beth Conway Shervey examines the cultural consequences of an Equity theatre in a small midwestern farm

town. Although many in the Midwest and beyond know the story of The Little Theatre On The Square in

Sullivan, Illinois, Shervey is the first to consider what the existence of such a theatre means to perceptions of

life in the town. To tell the story of Sullivan and of its star theatre in a cornfield from the perspective of the

residents involved, Shervey uses oral history and and dozens of photographs by David W. Mobley, the

theatre’s longtime photographer.

           

Sullivan resembles most small towns in the Midwest, and The Little Theatre  differs little from most

professional summer stock theatres. Yet taken together, the small town and its theatre are clearly unusual,

and the existence of the theatre obviously alters perceptions of life in the small town.

           

Before the theatre opened in 1957, Sullivan decidedly was a product of its time: the town sported a strong

local chapter of the WCTU, moral people avoided taverns, liberals and Catholics were the minorities, and the

population was predominantly white. While the theatre didn't effect instant change, it did introduce people to

Sullivan who were obviously different.

           

Stars such as Betty Grable, Cesar Romero, Margaret Hamilton, and Pat O'Brien came into town. Aspiring

actors and those behind the scenes also mingled with the residents of Sullivan. As a result, Shervey finds,

Sullivan faced such issues as racism, homophobia, urban liberalism, and alcohol consumption at a much

faster rate than similar towns. For some, the theatre disrupted a sense of the normal; for others, the theatre

made life in Sullivan different and interesting, breaking the restrictive bonds typically associated with small

towns.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Little Theatre on the
Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

David Lucero:

This book untitled The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

James Fulk:

Exactly why? Because this The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Evelyn Rogers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Little Theatre on the Square: Four
Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt
The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre as good book not merely by
the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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