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Recent commentators on Russia's economic reforms have ailmost uniformly declared them a disappointing
and avoidable -- failure. In this book, two American scholars take a new and more balanced look at the
country's attempts to build capitalism on the ruins of Soviet central planning. They show how and why the
Russian reforms achieved remarkabl e breakthroughs in some areas but came undone in others. Unlike
Eastern European countries such as Poland or the Czech Republic, to which it is often compared, Russiaisa
federal, ethnically diverse, industrial giant with an economy heavily oriented toward raw materials
extraction. The political obstaclesit faced in designing reforms were incomparably greater.Shleifer and
Treisman tell how Russias leaders, navigating in uncharted economic terrain, managed to find a path around
some of these obstacles. In successful episodes, central reformers devised a strategy to win over some key
opponents, while dividing and marginalizing others. Such political tactics made possible the rapid
privatization of 14,000 state enterprisesin 1992-1994 and the defeat of inflation in 1995. But failureto
outmaneuver the new oligarchs and regional governors after 1996 undermined reformers' attempts to collect
taxes and clean up the bureaucracy that has stifled business growth.Renewing a strain of analysis that runs
from Machiavelli to Hirschman, the authors reach conclusions about political strategies that have important
implications for other reformers. They draw on their extensive knowledge of the country and recent
experience as advisors to Russian policymakers. Written in an accessible style, the book should appeal to
economists, political scientists, policymakers, businesspeople, and all those interested in Russian palitics or
€conomics.
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From reader reviews:
Gerald James:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Without a Map: Political Tactics and Economic
Reform in Russia. Try to stumble through book Without a Map: Palitical Tactics and Economic Reform in
Russia as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Jonathan Zahn:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you alot of new details. When
you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many waysto share the information or
even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Without a Map:
Political Tactics and Economic Reform in Russia, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Eli Benton:

The actual book Without a Map: Political Tactics and Economic Reform in Russiahas alot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

James Sirois:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Without a Map: Political Tactics and
Economic Reform in Russia publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Without
aMap: Political Tactics and Economic Reform in Russia as good book not only by the cover but also from
the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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