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For more than two hundred years, Americans have enjoyed a love-hate relationship with Wall Street. Long
an object of suspicion and fear, it eventually came to be seen as a more inviting place, an open road to wealth
and freedom. Peeling away the layers of myth surrounding this fabled street, Steve Fraser shows that the
remarkable transformation of Wall Street as a cultural icon -- its odyssey from perdition to salvation, from
darkness into light -- is a story that goes to the heart of the American character.

Long before we became a shareholder nation, back when only a minuscule part of the country's population
invested, Wall Street had already provoked America's collective imagination. From the days when Alexander
Hamilton was forced to confess his marital infidelities in order to defend his vision of the Republic's
financial future, to Gordon Gekko's mantra "Greed is good" in the movie Wall Street, Americans have
always been preoccupied with the virtues and sins of the stock market.

Indeed, Wall Street is the place where we have constantly returned to wrestle with our ancestral attitudes
about work and play, equality and wealth, God and mammon, heroes and villains, national purpose and
economic well-being. Beginning in the Revolutionary era, Every Man a Speculator reveals the extraordinary
power of Wall Street and its impact on our democracy; the moral dilemma posed for a society committed to
the work ethic yet lured by the promise of instant wealth; and the chronic tension between our native
egalitarianism and the forces of social hierarchy unleashed by the Street. In doing so, it spans the ages, from
Captain Kidd's sojourn on the Street through the Civil War and Great Depression to the present day, when
power brokers stalk the canyons of lower Manhattan speculating on the fate of whole nations.

In Every Man a Speculator, Steve Fraser brings this epic history to life with colorful tales of confidence men
and aristocrats, Napoleonic financiers and reckless adventurers, master builders and roguish destroyers, men
to the manor born and men from nowhere. Meticulously researched and masterfully written, this is a
gripping, powerful chronicle that casts new light on the metamorphosis of our nation's most cherished
values.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book Every Man a Speculator: A History of Wall Street in American
Life it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers
high quality.

Shirley Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Every Man a Speculator: A History
of Wall Street in American Life, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Lena Lewis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work at this point
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Every Man a Speculator: A History of Wall Street in American Life why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Billy Migliore:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top list in your
reading list is actually Every Man a Speculator: A History of Wall Street in American Life. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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