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Olivier Roy, one of the world's most distinguished analysts of political Islam, finds in the modern
disconnection between faith communities and sociocultural identities a fertile space for fundamentalism to
grow. Instead of freeing the world from religion, secularization has encouraged a kind of holy ignorance to
take root, an anti-intellectualism that promises immediate access to the sacred and positions itself in direct
opposition to contemporary pagan culture.

The secularization of society was supposed to free people from religion, yet individuals are converting en
masse to such fundamentalist faiths as Protestant evangelicalism, Islamic Salafism, and Haredi Judaism.
These religions either reconnect adherents to their culture through casual referents, like halal fast food, or
"deculturate" through "purification" rituals, such as speaking in tongues, which allows believers to utter a
language entirely their own. Instead of a return to traditional religious worship, Roy argues we are
witnessing the individualization of faith and the disassociation of faith communities from ethnic and national
identities. This has placed culturally integrated religions, such as Catholicism and eastern orthodox
Christianity, on the defensive, and presents new challenges to state and society. Roy explores the options
available to powers that hope to integrate or control these groups, and he considers whether marginalization
or homogenization will further divide believers from their culture.
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give
you a lot of new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst), you can tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-
book.

Angela Harris:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst)
can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Adam Cohn:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Holy Ignorance: When Religion and
Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Jennifer Yost:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part
Ways (Columbia/Hurst) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways (Columbia/Hurst) to



make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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