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How did the ideology that inspired the American Revolution and the U.S. Constitution translate into foreign
policy? John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton each struggled with this
question as they encountered foreign powers. The French Revolution, the purchase of the Louisiana
Territory, and the illegal seizures of U.S. ships and sailors on the high seas all brought diplomatic challenges.
In the process of developing foreign policy, the founding generation refined the meaning of republicanism.

In Keeping the Republic, Robert W. Smith identifies three contending brands of republicanism—classical,
whig, and yeoman—that shaped the founders' thinking. Jefferson and Madison pursued a yeoman
republicanism with its faith in economic sanctions rather than military might as a means of diplomacy.
Nations dependent upon American agricultural exports, they thought, would bow to American interests. Both
Adams and Hamilton, originally admirers of classical republicanism and its belief in public virtue, came to
adopt a whig republicanism that applied the balance-of-power principle, exemplified by the three branches of
the federal government, to the international community. In this view, nations should have equal naval power.

Ideology had real consequences: Jefferson's insistence on imposing a trade embargo rather than considering
alternative solutions resulted in the War of 1812. This process of translating ideology into foreign policy, so
ably described in Keeping the Republic, continues to shape American international relations in the twenty-
first century.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

The book Keeping the Republic: Ideology and Early American Diplomacy gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a
book Keeping the Republic: Ideology and Early American Diplomacy being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book Keeping the Republic: Ideology
and Early American Diplomacy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Erich Arnold:

The actual book Keeping the Republic: Ideology and Early American Diplomacy will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Keeping the Republic: Ideology and Early
American Diplomacy is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jean McFerren:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer might be Keeping the Republic: Ideology and Early American Diplomacy why because
the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Robert Williams:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Keeping the Republic: Ideology and Early American Diplomacy when you needed it?
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