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When Hans Jonas died in 1993 at the age of 89, he was revered among American scholars specializing in
European philosophy, but his thought had not yet made great inroads among a wider public. In Germany,
conversely, during the 1980s, when Jonas himself was an octogenarian, he became a veritable intellectual
celebrity, owing to the runaway success of his 1979 book, The Imperative of Responsibility, a dense
philosophical work that sold 200,000 copies. An extraordinarily timely work today, The Imperative of
Responsibility focuses on the ever-widening gap between humankind’s enormous technological capacities
and its diminished moral sensibilities. The book became something of a cultural shibboleth; he himself
became a celebrated public intellectual.

For Jonas, this development must have been enormously gratifying. In the 1920s, Jonas studied philosophy
with Edmund Husserl and Martin Heidegger at the universities in Marburg and Freiburg, but the Nazi
regime’s early attempts at Aryanizing the universities forced Jonas to leave Germany for London in 1933. He
emigrated to Palestine in 1935 and eventually enlisted in the British Army’s Jewish Brigade to fight against
Hitlerism. Following the Israeli War of Independence (in which he also fought), he emigrated to the United
States and took a position in 1955 at the New School for Social Research in New York. He became part of a
circle of friends around Hannah Arendt and Heinrich Blucher, which included Adolph Lowe and Paul
Tillich.

Because Jonas’s life spanned the entire twentieth century, this memoir provides nuanced pictures of German
Jewry during the Weimar Republic, of German Zionism, of the Jewish emigrants in Palestine during the
1930s and 1940s, and of German Jewish émigré intellectuals in New York. In addition, Jonas outlines the
development of his work, beginning with his studies under Husserl and Heidegger and extending through his
later metaphysical speculations about “God after Auschwitz.”

This memoir, a collection of heterogeneous unpublished materials—diaries, memoirs, letters, interviews, and
public statements—has been shaped and organized by Christian Wiese, whose afterword links the Jewish
dimensions of Jonas’s biography and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Memoirs: Hans Jonas (The Tauber Institute Series
for the Study of European Jewry) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Ann Fortune:

The e-book untitled Memoirs: Hans Jonas (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) is
the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Memoirs: Hans Jonas (The
Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Beverly Hill:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Memoirs: Hans Jonas (The
Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Judith Bowman:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Memoirs: Hans Jonas (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
Memoirs: Hans Jonas (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry). You can more desirable
than now.
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