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Since it’s first publication, Rugby’s Great Split has established itself as a classic in the field of sport history.
Drawing on an unprecedented range of sources, this deeply researched and highly readable book traces the
social, cultural and economic divisions that led, in 1895, to schism in the game of rugby and the creation of
rugby league, the sport of England’s northern working class.

Tony Collins’ analysis challenges many of the conventional assumptions about this key event in rugby
history – about class conflict, amateurism in sport, the North-South divide, violence on the pitch, the
development of mass spectator sport and the rise of football. This new edition is expanded to cover parallel
events in Australia and New Zealand, and to address the key question of rugby league’s failure to establish
itself in Wales.

Rugby’s Great Split is a benchmark text in the history of rugby, and an absorbing case study of wider issues
– issues of class, gender, regional and national identity, and the impact of the commercialization and recent
professionalization of rugby league. This insightful text is for anyone interested in Britain’s social history or
in the emergence of modern sport, it is vital reading.
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From reader reviews:

Serafina Hayes:

The feeling that you get from Rugby's Great Split: Class, Culture and the Origins of Rugby League Football
(Sport in the Global Society) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rugby's Great
Split: Class, Culture and the Origins of Rugby League Football (Sport in the Global Society) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this Rugby's Great Split: Class, Culture and the Origins of
Rugby League Football (Sport in the Global Society) instantly.

Robert Hatch:

The book untitled Rugby's Great Split: Class, Culture and the Origins of Rugby League Football (Sport in
the Global Society) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Marc Dean:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Rugby's Great Split: Class, Culture and the Origins of
Rugby League Football (Sport in the Global Society) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out
this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should
have Rugby's Great Split: Class, Culture and the Origins of Rugby League Football (Sport in the Global
Society).

Diana Slama:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Rugby's Great Split: Class, Culture and the Origins of Rugby
League Football (Sport in the Global Society) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created



for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Rugby's Great Split: Class, Culture and the Origins
of Rugby League Football (Sport in the Global Society) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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