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Welivein aworld populated not just by individuals but by figures, those larger-than-life people who in some
way express and challenge our conventional understandings of social types. Thisinnovative and
collaborative work takes up the wide range of figures that populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia--some familiar only in specific places, others recognisable across the region
and even globally. It puts forward a series of ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and give voice to
something larger than themselves, offering aview into socia life that is at once highly particular and general.
They include the Muslim Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss Beer Lao, the Rural DJin Thailand, the
Korean Soap Opera Junkie in Burma, the Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher in Vietnam. Figures of
Southeast Asian Modernity brings together the fieldwork of over eighty scholars and covers the nine major
countries of the region: Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social transformations in Southeast
Asiaand key theoretical and methodological innovations that result from ethnographic attention to the study
of key figures. Each section begins with an introduction by a country editor followed by short essays offering
vivid and intimate portraits set against the background of contemporary Southeast Asia. Theresultisa
volume that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-to-date portrayal of aregion of the world
undergoing rapid change. A reference bibliography offers suggestions for further reading. Figures of
Southeast Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for introductory classes to Southeast Asia studies,
anthropology, and geography.
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From reader reviews:
Kim Gray:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity. Y ou can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant the book Figures
of Southeast Asian Modernity. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open abook as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Edna Dixon:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Figures of Southeast Asian
Modernity. All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Darlene Heckart:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work here
isdifficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside ook
likes. Maybe you answer may be Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity why because the amazing cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content is fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

John Wiser:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because al this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity can be your answer because it can
be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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