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This distinctive collection explores the construction of genealogies—in both the biological sense of
procreation and the metaphorical sense of heritage and cultural patrimony. Focusing specifically on the
discourses that inform such genealogies, Generation and Degeneration moves from Greco-Roman times to
the recent past to retrace generational fantasies and discords in a variety of related contexts, from the medical
to the theological, and from the literary to the historical.
The discourses on reproduction, biology, degeneration, legacy, and lineage that this book broaches not only
bring to the forefront concepts of sexual identity and gender politics but also show how they were culturally
constructed and reconstructed through the centuries by medicine, philosophy, the visual arts, law, religion,
and literature. The contributors reflect on a wide range of topics—from what makes men “manly” to the
identity of Christ’s father, from what kinds of erotic practices went on among women in sixteenth-century
seraglios to how men’s hemorrhoids can be variously labeled. Essays scrutinize stories of menstruating
males and early writings on the presumed inferiority of female bodily functions. Others investigate a
psychomorphology of the clitoris that challenges Freud’s account of lesbianism as an infantile stage of
sexual development and such topics as the geographical origins of medicine and the materialization of
genealogy in the presence of Renaissance theatrical ghosts.
This collection will engage those in English, comparative, Italian, Spanish, and French studies, as well as in
history, history of medicine, and ancient and early modern religious studies.

Contributors. Kevin Brownlee, Marina Scordilis Brownlee, Elizabeth Clark, Valeria Finucci, Dale Martin,
Gianna Pomata, Maureen Quilligan, Nancy Siraisi, Peter Stallybrass,Valerie Traub
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Kline:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Generation and Degeneration:
Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through Early Modern Europe is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Scott Smith:

Typically the book Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from
Antiquity through Early Modern Europe will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History
from Antiquity through Early Modern Europe is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Betty Serrano:

The book untitled Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from
Antiquity through Early Modern Europe contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea
with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Jack Lacasse:

This Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through
Early Modern Europe is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of
Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through Early Modern Europe can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,



don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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