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In the spring of 1775, a series of food riots shook the villages and countryside around Paris. For decades
France had been free of famine, but the fall grain harvest had been meager, and the government of the newly
crowned King Louis XVI had issued an untimely edict allowing the free commerce of grain within the
kingdom. Prices skyrocketed, causing riots to break out in April, first in the market town of Beaumont-sur-
Oise, then sweeping through the Paris Basin for the next three weeks. Known as the Flour War, or the guerre
des farines, these riots are the subject of Cynthia Bouton's fascinating study. Building upon French historian
George RudÃƒÂ©'s pioneering work, Bouton identifies communities of participants and victims in the Flour
War, analyzing them according to class, occupation, gender, and location. As typically happened, crowds of
common people (menu peuple) confronted those who controlled the grain-bakers, merchants, millers,
cultivators, and local authorities. Bouton asks why women of the menu peuple were heavily represented in
the riots, often assuming crucial roles as instigators and leaders. In most instances, the people did not steal
the provisions but forced those they cornered to sell at a price the rioters deemed 'just.' Bouton examines this
phenomenon, known as taxation populaire, and considers the growing 'sophistication of purpose' of rioters by
placing the Flour War within the larger context of food riots in early modern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Oconnell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for us. The book The Flour War: Gender, Class, and Community in
Late Ancient Regime French Society was making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Flour War: Gender, Class, and
Community in Late Ancient Regime French Society is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship using the book The Flour War: Gender, Class, and Community in Late
Ancient Regime French Society. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

William Davis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Flour War:
Gender, Class, and Community in Late Ancient Regime French Society suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Flour War: Gender, Class, and
Community in Late Ancient Regime French Societyis the one of several books which everyone read now.
That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Brooke Callender:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book The Flour War: Gender, Class, and Community in Late
Ancient Regime French Society it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Betty Johnston:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Flour War: Gender, Class, and
Community in Late Ancient Regime French Society was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Flour War: Gender, Class, and Community in Late Ancient Regime French Society has



many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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