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Though Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's name is recognized the world over, for decades the man himself has been
overshadowed by his better understood creation, Sherlock Holmes, who has become one of literature's most
enduring characters. Based on thousands of previously unavailable documents, Andrew Lycett, author of the
critically acclaimed biography Dylan Thomas, offers the first definitive biography of the baffling Conan
Doyle, finally making sense of a long-standing mystery: how the scientifically minded creator of the world's
most rational detective himself succumbed to an avid belief in spiritualism, including communication with
the dead.

Conan Doyle was a man of many contradictions. Always romantic, energetic, idealistic and upstanding, he
could also be selfish and fool-hardy. Lycett assembles the many threads of Conan Doyle's life, including the
lasting impact of his domineering mother and his wayward, alcoholic father; his affair with a younger
woman while his wife lay dying; and his nearly fanatical pursuit of scientific data to prove and explain
various supernatural phenomena. Lycett reveals the evolution of Conan Doyle's nature and ideas against the
backdrop of his intense personal life, wider society and the intellectual ferment of his age. In response to the
dramatic scientific and social transformations at the turn of the century, he rejected traditional religious faith
in favor of psychics and séances -- and in this way he embodied all of his late-Victorian, early-Edwardian
era's ambivalence about the advance of science and the decline of religion.

The first biographer to gain access to Conan Doyle's newly released personal archive -- which includes
correspondence, diaries, original manuscripts and more -- Lycett combines assiduous research with
penetrating insight to offer the most comprehensive, lucid and sympathetic portrait yet of Conan Doyle's
personal journey from student to doctor, from world-famous author to ardent spiritualist.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Man Who Created Sherlock
Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to read.

Tara Smith:

This The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The
Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The
Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Johnson:

The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle however
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Ella Norman:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By book The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur



Conan Doyle we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must
want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this time book The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle. You can more desirable than now.
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