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Bo Bengtson is regarded today as the foremost international authority on dog shows past and present, and his
definitive volume Best in Show: The World of Show Dogs and Dog Shows has become an “instant classic,”
hailed by critics around the world as the most important book ever written about the sport of dogs. Richard
G. Beauchamp, a revered judge and author, praises Best in Show: “At long last a factual and meticulously
researched history of the purebred dog scene. It’s an everything-you-ever-wanted-to know book about the
fascinating world of show dogs…” Best in Show spans the history of dog shows from its beginnings in
England to the present-day, highlighting the most important dogs, shows, judges, handlers, breeders, and
more in 656 pages overflowing with over 700 full-color and historical black-and-white images.

Bengtson is at once a student of dog-show history, an accomplished scholar, a highly regarded international
judge, a breeder of champions, and, as Kerrin Winter-Churchill surmises, “the greatest living dog writer of
our times.” His ultimate achievement, the award-winning Best in Show begins with a history of the dog
sport, “How Dog Shows Began,” a chapter that talks about the development of pure breeds, the beginnings
of the dog fancy, and the first dog shows. To understand the essence of dog shows, it’s critical to understand
what show judges are looking for, a topic that Bengtson covers in the chapter “The Breed Standards.”
"Without breed standards, dog shows could not exist. It would be impossible to conduct any meaningful
comparison of dogs without universally accepted descriptions of each breed…. At their best, the
standards…give a vivid, colorful word picture of the image each breed represents, in motion and standing,
when alert and at rest.” With illustrations from early and modern breed standards, this chapter discusses the
evolution of the standards and addresses the variations in certain breed standards from country to country.

The third chapter is devoted to dog shows and highlights the most important shows in Britain and the United
States. A detailed discussion of England’s most famous dog show, Crufts, begins with the origins of the
show and traces its development through the 21st century. (A complete roster of the winners of Crufts is
presented in the appendix of the book.) America’s most highly regarded show, the Westminster Kennel Club
is discussed, accompanied by many photographs of the show and its Best in Show winners. (Roster of WKC
winners can also be found in the appendix.) Bengtson also discusses other premiere shows in the U.S.
including Santa Barbara, Morris & Essex, AKC/Eukanuba as well as the Fédération Cynologique
Internationale’s annual event, the World Dog Show. The following chapter discusses specialty shows (shows
for one breed or one group), addressing the importance and purpose of specialty shows as well as some of
the anomalies of certain breed events. The chapter also highlights some top winners as well as America’s
most famous group specialty show, the Montgomery County Kennel Club’s terrier classic.

Separate chapters are dedicated to the judges, breeders, and handlers who have made their mark on the sport
of purebred dogs. International in scope, each chapter highlights the most accomplished individuals in the
sport, summarizing their accomplishments and their special areas of expertise. The chapters also explain
what’s required to become a professional in the sport. The historical photographs in these chapters do a
splendid job of spotlighting the careers of some of the pillars of the sport, including Anne Rogers Clark,
Geraldine Rockefeller Dodge, Anna H. Whitney, Alva Rosenberg, Louis Murr, Anna Katherine Nicholas,
Percy Roberts, Robert and Jane Forsyth as well as many contemporary greats such as Peter Green, Maxine
Beam, Corky Vroom, Patricia Craige-Trotter, Jimmy Moses, David Fitzpatrick, Sylvia Hammarström, Roger



Rechler, Julia Gasow, and dozens of others.

The author devotes individual chapters to the greatest dogs from Britain, the United States of America, and
the international scene. It is in these insightful, detailed chapters that the interplay of breeders, handlers, and
dogs takes focus and the complex picture of the purebred dog scene is exposed. From studying thousands of
show records and breed books and from his five decades’ experience in the sport, Bengtson is able to put the
sport of dog showing into perspective. He highlights important kennels, breeders, and leading dogs in each
country and manages to weave all of these individual threads into an elaborate quilt that depicts the history
of the sport. Each chapter chronologically presents the dogs and breeds that had the greatest impact on the
show world. In the chapter “The Best of Britain,” the author traces the nation’s history beginning with early
Best in Show winners, the emergence of the Collie and Fox Terrier as leading breeds, how other terrier
breeds came to the fore in the 1920s, as well as Cocker Spaniels, Great Danes, Irish Wolfhounds, and Irish
Setters. In post-war Britain, the focus shifts to Chow Chows and Poodles and then to Toy breeds, like the
Pekingese, Pomeranian, and Yorkshire Terrier. The depth and breadth of each chapter, accomplished through
insightful, detailed information and exhilarating photography, must be experienced to be truly appreciated.

The chapter “Tops in America” is a detailed 150-page chapter—a book in itself—retells the stories of
America’s most beloved and accomplished show dogs. Readers will feel bolstered by the amount of
information and great photography on offer here, as they meet such iconic greats as the Boxer Ch. Bang
Away of Sirrah Crest, arguably the most famous show dog in history and the first to win 100 Best in Show
awards; Ch. Warren Remedy, the Wire Fox Terrier whose claim to fame is three consecutive Best in Show
victories at the Westminster Kennel Club; the Afghan Hound Ch. Tryst of Grandeur; the German Shepherds
Ch. Covy-Tucker Hill’s Manhattan and Ch. Altana’s Mystique, two top-winning dogs that each won over
200 Bests in Show; the famous English Setter Ch. Rock Fall’s Colonel, Bang Away’s rival and also the
winner of 100 Best in Shows; plus the many great winners of the Westminster Kennel Club and other
important shows.

The author walks the reader through the decades in America, highlighting the breeds that made the greatest
impact in the show rings, from the German Shepherds and Sealyham Terriers of the 1920s, the Wire and
Smooth Fox Terriers of 1920s and 1930s, the English Setters and Cocker Spaniels of the 1940s and 1950s, to
the Boxers, Doberman Pinschers, Pointers, and Poodles that later dominated the scene. Afghan Hound,
English Springer Spaniel, and German Shepherd greats of the modern age are also featured in photography
and great detail.

The international chapter “On Top Around the World” offers a perspective on the greatest show dogs of
Canada, Europe, Scandinavia, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Russia and Asia. An archivist and
journalist for the international dog scene, Bengtson, himself a Swedish import to the United States, has
remained extremely well informed for decades, and he remains uniquely qualified to present the kind of
global overview on offer in this chapter.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Moretti:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Best in Show: The World of Show
Dogs and Dog Shows (Kennel Club Pro) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suited book with you?

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

The e-book with title Best in Show: The World of Show Dogs and Dog Shows (Kennel Club Pro) includes a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Sara Kelly:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Best in Show: The World of Show Dogs and Dog Shows (Kennel
Club Pro) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book features high quality.

Santiago Johnson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Best in Show: The World of Show
Dogs and Dog Shows (Kennel Club Pro) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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