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Cold War orthodoxy provides Americans with every reason to be proud of their “long twilight struggle”
against Communism. It begins, of course, with Harry Truman, his heroic resistance to Soviet aggression in
Europe, his defense of democracy in Korea and his opposition to the disastrous influence of McCarthyism, a
malevolent force injected into “the bloodstream of the society” by the right in 1948. Moving on, orthodoxy
teaches us of John Kennedy’s doomed if honorable attempts to save an unsustainable ally in Southeast Asia,
Lyndon Johnson’s disastrous attempt to follow Kennedy’s path and the courage and insight of those who saw
the folly before them and led America out of this singularly unjust, ill-advised campaign. Orthodoxy ends
with the West’s final, brilliantly engineered triumph over Soviet Communism, which represents a splendid,
bi-partisan accomplishment in which all Americans, left and right can take pride. This is all very nice if only
it were true. Reckoning: Vietnam and America’s Cold War Experience, 1945-1991, is a compelling exercise
in saying things that, in George Orwell’s words, it is “just not done to say” and identifying facts that have
been hiding in plain sight—“elephants in the living room” as they are commonly known. Starting with the
“Communist movement of the 1930s” and all that came with it, Reckoning chronicles the Soviets’ massive
North American espionage network, Truman’s feckless response, his relentless obstruction of Congressional
attempts to investigate these matters and his ruthless purge of leftists from the federal civil service, all of
which combined to poison political discourse in this country for decades. Reckoning examines Truman’s
slaughterous, senseless campaign in Korea in all its folly and brutality—a campaign that led the United
States directly into Southeast Asia—which, orthodoxy aside, was a war winnable within a reasonable
definition of victory but fought ineffectively and lost by politicians like John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson,
whose every move was dictated by an obsessive fear of, in Johnson’s words, “another Korea,” which,
although listed today in America’s “win” column, had driven Truman from office with 22% poll ratings.
Finally, Reckoning examines the campaign in Southeast Asia in full Cold War context, focusing on history
rather than ideology and applying a single, reasonably objective set of standards to judge the conduct of
enemies, allies and Americans from 1939 to the fall of the Soviet Union, demonstrating thereby that there is
no intellectually honest way to condemn this country’s war in Southeast Asia that does not serve to
delegitimize the Truman Doctrine in its entirety. In short, if the Cold War, with the Truman Doctrine at its
core, represents a just cause successfully concluded, as orthodoxy would have us believe, embracing
America’s ultimate victory over Communism while condemning the campaign in Southeast Asia is like
accepting World War II as this country’s finest hour while denouncing MacArthur’s defense of and eventual
return to the Philippines because the United States, having stepped into Spanish shoes as colonial occupier at
the turn of the century, had no rightful presence or interests there. You might be surprised much of what you
read here, but a paradigm shift in worldview awaits anyone willing to read Reckoning with an intellectually
honest, open mind.
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From reader reviews:

Claude Gonzalez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Reckoning: Vietnam and America's
Cold War Experience, 1945-1991 can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Holly Murphy:

This Reckoning: Vietnam and America's Cold War Experience, 1945-1991 is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Reckoning: Vietnam and America's Cold War Experience, 1945-1991 in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt which?

Darron Hiller:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Reckoning: Vietnam and
America's Cold War Experience, 1945-1991 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Toni Sargent:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Reckoning: Vietnam and America's Cold War Experience,
1945-1991 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Reckoning:
Vietnam and America's Cold War Experience, 1945-1991 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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