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Cat’s Cradle (1963) is Vonnegut's most ambitious novel, which put into the language terms like "wampeter",
"kerass" and "granfalloon" as well as a structured religion, Boskonism and was submitted in partial
fulfillment of requirements for a Master's Degree in anthropology, and in its sprawling compass and almost
uncontrolled (and uncontrollable) invention, may be Vonnegut's best novel.

Written contemporaneously with the Cuban missile crisis and countenancing a version of a world in the
grasp of magnified human stupidity, the novel is centered on Felix Hoenikker, a chemical scientist
reminiscent of Robert Oppenheimer… except that Oppenheimer was destroyed by his conscience and
Hoenikker, delighting in the disastrous chemicals he has invented, has no conscience at all. Hoenikker's "Ice
9" has the potential to convert all liquid to inert ice and thus destroy human existence; he is exiled to a
remote island where Boskonism has enlisted all of its inhabitants and where religion and technology
collaborate, with the help of a large cast of characters, to destroy civilization.

Vonnegut's compassion and despair are expressed here through his grotesque elaboration of character and
situation and also through his created religion which like Flannery O'Connor's "Church Without Christ" (in
Wise Blood) acts to serve its adherents by removing them from individual responsibility. Vonnegut had
always been taken seriously by science fiction readers and critics (a reception which indeed made him
uncomfortable) but it was with Cat’s Cradle that he began to be found and appreciated by a more general
audience. His own ambivalence toward science, science fiction, religion and religious comfort comes
through in every scene of this novel.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Kurt Vonnegut (1922-2007) is one of the most beloved American writers of the twentieth century.
Vonnegut's audience increased steadily since his first five pieces in the 1950s and grew from there. His 1968
novel Slaughterhouse-Five has become a canonic war novel with Joseph Heller's Catch-22 to form the truest
and darkest of what came from World War II.

Vonnegut began his career as a science fiction writer, and his early novels--Player Piano and The Sirens of
Titan--were categorized as such even as they appealed to an audience far beyond the reach of the category. In
the 1960s, Vonnegut became closely associated with the Baby Boomer generation, a writer on that side, so to
speak.

Now that Vonnegut's work has been studied as a large body of work, it has been more deeply understood and
unified. There is a consistency to his satirical insight, humor and anger which makes his work so synergistic.
It seems clear that the more of Vonnegut's work you read, the more it resonates and the more you wish to
read. Scholars believe that Vonnegut's reputation (like Mark Twain's) will grow steadily through the decades
as his work continues to increase in relevance and new connections are formed, new insights made.

ABOUT THE SERIES

Author Kurt Vonnegut is considered by most to be one of the most important writers of the twentieth
century. His books Slaughterhouse-Five (named after Vonnegut's World War II POW experience) and Cat's



Cradle are considered among his top works. RosettaBooks offers here a complete range of Vonnegut's work,
including his first novel (Player Piano, 1952) for readers familiar with Vonnegut's work as well as
newcomers.
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From reader reviews:

Leif Gibbs:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Cat's Cradle book as beginning
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Molly Salazar:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Cat's Cradle, it is possible to enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Brooke Lambeth:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Cat's Cradle can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Cat's Cradle.

Sharon Brogdon:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Cat's Cradle was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Cat's Cradle has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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