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Scattered over much of the world throughout most of their history, are the Jews one people or many? How
do they resemble and how do they differ from Jews in other places and times? What have their relationships
been to the cultures of their neighbors? To address these and similar questions, some of the finest scholars of
our day have contributed their insights to Cultures of the Jews, a winner of the National Jewish Book Award
upon its hardcover publication in 2002.

Constructing their essays around specific cultural artifacts that were created in the period and locale under
study, the contributors describe the cultural interactions among different Jews–from rabbis and scholars to
non-elite groups, including women–as well as between Jews and the surrounding non-Jewish world. What
they conclude is that although Jews have always had their own autonomous traditions, Jewish identity cannot
be considered the fixed product of either ancient ethnic or religious origins. Rather, it has shifted and
assumed new forms in response to the cultural environment in which the Jews have lived.

Mediterranean Origins, the first volume in Cultures of the Jews, describes the concept of the “People” or
“Nation” of Israel that emerges in the Hebrew Bible and the culture of the Israelites in relation to that of
neighboring Canaanite groups. It also discusses Jewish cultures in Babylonia, in Palestine during the Greco-
Roman and Byzantine periods, and in Arabia during the formative years of Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Cianciolo:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1:
Mediterranean Origins book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Marisa Reber:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find guide that need more time to be go through. Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean
Origins can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Jennifer Case:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1:
Mediterranean Origins as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Eva Solares:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Cultures of the
Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins. You can more inviting than now.
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