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Beginning with metaphysical debates in the sixteenth century over the nature of Christ’s presence in the host,
the distinguished historian and scholar of religion Robert Orsi imagines an alternative to the future of
religion that early moderns proclaimed was inevitable.

The question of “real presence”?the Catholic doctrine of the literal, physical, embodied presence of Christ in
the host?coincided with early modern global conquest and commerce and shaped how Europeans
encountered the religions of others. The gods really present, in the Catholic sense, were translated into
metaphors and symptoms, and into functions of the social and political. Presence became evidence of
superstition, of magical thinking, of the infantile and irrational, the primitive and the savage. History and
Presence radically confronts this intellectual heritage, proposing instead a model for the study of religion
that begins with humans and gods present to each other in the circumstances of everyday life. Orsi then asks
what it would mean to write history with the real presence of special beings restored. With reference to
Marian apparitions, the cult of the saints, relations with the dead, and other Catholic instances of encounters
with the gods really present, Orsi elaborates a theory of presence for the study of both contemporary religion
and history.

The unseeing of the gods was a foundational requirement of Western modernity. Orsi urges us to withhold
from absence the intellectual and spiritual prestige modernity encourages us to give it, and instead to
approach history with the gods fully present.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

The book History and Presence can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the good thing like a book History and Presence? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book History and Presence has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Carla Floyd:

This History and Presence is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having History and Presence in
your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Mac Cutter:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This History and Presence is simple
bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Douglas Ham:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually History and Presence. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.
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