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In the first systematic study of its kind, Hua-yu Li tackles one of the most important unresolved mysteries of
the early history of the People's Republic of China_the economic policy shift of 1953. As a result of this
policy shift, the moderate economic policies of 'New Democracy' were abruptly terminated_much sooner
than specified by the official party line_and replaced with a radical Stalinist economic program called the
'general line for socialist transition.' Utilizing the rich archival materials released in China since the mid-
1980s and Russian archival information released since the early 1990s, Li presents a compelling explanation
for the policy shift. Placing the analysis within the larger context of the world communist movement,
communist ideology, and Mao's complicated relationship with Stalin, this book makes it clear that the policy
shift was initiated by Mao and that he did so for two reasons. First, he was committed to a history text
compiled under Stalin's guidance that purported to describe the Soviet experience of building socialism in
the 1920s and 1930s. Mao relied heavily on this text as a road map for China to follow in building socialism
in the early 1950s. Second, Mao was driven by feelings of personal rivalry with Stalin and of national rivalry
with the Soviet Union: he wanted China to achieve socialism faster than the Soviet Union had. The precise
timing of the change, Li argues, resulted from Mao's belief that China was economically ready to build
socialism and from his decision to interpret an ambiguous statement made by Stalin in October 1952 as a
clear endorsement of a policy shift. Li asserts that Mao was a committed Stalinist, that he dominated
domestic policy decision-making, and that he skillfully maneuvered his way through his negotiations with
Stalin in advancing his own agenda. Situating its analysis within the larger context of the world communist
movement, this carefully researched book will have a profound impact on the fields of communist studies
and Sino-Soviet relations and in studies of Mao, Stalin, and their relationship.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

This Mao and the Economic Stalinization of China, 1948-1953 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Mao and the Economic Stalinization
of China, 1948-1953 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Mao and the Economic
Stalinization of China, 1948-1953 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) can bring whenever you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Mao and the Economic Stalinization of China, 1948-1953 (The Harvard Cold War
Studies Book Series) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested
in reading.

Thomas Kelly:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Mao and the Economic
Stalinization of China, 1948-1953 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Donald Diaz:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Mao and the
Economic Stalinization of China, 1948-1953 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series).

Lisa Phelps:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try



this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely Mao and the Economic Stalinization of China, 1948-1953 (The Harvard Cold War
Studies Book Series).
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