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Is it ever morally right to procure an abortion, to help procure one, or to perform one? Patrick Lee surveys
the main philosophical arguments in favor of the moral permissibility of abortion and refutes them point by
point. In a calm and philosophically sophisticated manner, he presents a powerful case for the pro-life
position and a serious challenge to all of the main philosophical arguments on behalf of the pro-choice
position. Lee's method is strictly philosophical, with special attention given to authors in the broadly
analytical school of thought. He contends that what is killed in abortion is indeed an individual human being.
Attempts to argue otherwise are carefully presented and criticized, as are other attempts to justify abortion
morally.

Since 1996 when the first edition of Abortion and Unborn Human Life appeared, the debate about the
morality of abortion has not subsided. From the standpoint of philosophy many issues have become clearer.
Accordingly, Patrick Lee confirms his position that unborn human beings have an equal and inherent dignity
and are subjects of basic rights from the moment of fertilization. In this second edition, Lee provides
significant updates in view of recent developments.

Among the developments have been an added precision required for the argument against the gradualist
position, the position that a human being only gradually comes to be; significant developments in
embryology strengthening the case that at fertilization a new human individual comes to be; and further
refinements to the argument that some abortions are non-intentional killing.

Lee argues that what is at stake in this debate about how to treat unborn human beings is whether we will or
will not recognize the fundamental equal dignity possessed by every human being, simply by virtue of being
the kind of being he or she is.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Patrick Lee holds the John N. and Jamie D. McAleer Chair of Bioethics and is the director of the Institute of
Bioethics at Franciscan University Steubenville. He is known nationally as a keynote speaker and author of
contemporary ethics, especially on controversies regarding human life and marriage. Lee is the coauthor of
Body-Self Dualism in Contemporary Ethics and Politics, and the author of numerous published articles.

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION:

"Readers looking for a succinct and narrowly defined philosophical argument against abortion will find this
book appealing. It is useful as a review of the past several decades of philosophical debate on abortion, and it
may help readers understand how lines get drawn in such philosophical debate."?Booklist

"A very good book on the abortion question. Lee's methods are rigorous and exact, his writing accessibly
clear. This book is, therefore, an especially welcome contribution to a field of enquiry in which these two
qualities are rarely found in combination."?Kevin L. Flannery, S.J., Gregorianum
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Abortion and Unborn Human Life,
Second Edition. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Cora Morrell:

Typically the book Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition will bring you to the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Irving Brehm:

Why? Because this Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Robin Bone:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second
Edition or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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