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The long obscurity of the Dark Ages lifted over Italy, awakening to a national though a divided
consciousness. Already two distinct tendencies were apparent. The practical and rational, on the one hand,
was soon to be outwardly reflected in the burgher-life of Florence and the Lombard cities, while at Rome it
had even then created the civil organization of the curia. The novella was its literary triumph. In art it
expressed itself simply, directly and with vigour. Opposed to this was the other great undercurrent in Italian
life, mystical, religious and speculative, which had run through the nation from the earliest times, and
received fresh volume from mediaeval Christianity, encouraging ecstatic mysticism to drive to frenzy the
population of its mountain cities. Umbrian painting is inspired by it, and the glowing words of Jacopone da
Todi expressed in poetry the same religious fervour which the life of Florence and Perugia bore witness to in
action.
Italy developed out of the relation and conflict of these two forces the rational with the mystical. Their later
union in the greater men was to form the art temperament of the Renaissance. The practical side gave it the
firm foundation of rationalism and reality on which it rested; the mystical guided its endeavour to picture the
unreal in terms of ideal beauty.

The first offspring of this union was Leonardo. Since the decay of ancient art no painter had been able to
fully express the human form, for imperfect mastery of technique still proved the barrier. Leonardo was the
first completely to disengage his personality from its constraint, and make line express thought as none
before him could do. Nor was this his only triumph, but rather the foundation on which further achievement
rested. Remarkable as a thinker alone, he preferred to enlist thought in the service of art, and make art the
handmaid of beauty. Leonardo saw the world not as it is, but as he himself was. He viewed it through the
atmosphere of beauty which filled his mind, and tinged its shadows with the mystery of his nature. To all
this, his birthright as a painter, a different element was added. A keen desire for knowledge, guiding his
action in life, spurred him onward. Conscious of this dominant impulse, he has fancifully described himself
in a Platonic allegory. He had passed beneath overhanging cliffs on his way to a great cavern. On bended
knees, peering through its darkness, fear and desire had overwhelmed him,—fear for the menacing darkness
of the cavern; and desire to ascertain if there were wonders therein.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Thoughts on Art and Life (Illustrated). Try to make the book Thoughts on
Art and Life (Illustrated) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Mildred Miller:

The book Thoughts on Art and Life (Illustrated) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Thoughts
on Art and Life (Illustrated)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Thoughts on Art and Life (Illustrated) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Joan Munoz:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Thoughts on Art and Life (Illustrated) can be very
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

April Baker:

Beside that Thoughts on Art and Life (Illustrated) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Thoughts on Art and Life (Illustrated) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!
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