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In southeastern Morocco, around the oasis of Tafilalet, the Ait Khabbash people weave brightly colored
carpets, embroider indigo head coverings, paint their faces with saffron, and wear ornate jewelry. Their
extraordinarily detailed arts are rich in cultural symbolism; they are always breathtakingly beautiful—and
they are typically made by women. Like other Amazigh (Berber) groups (but in contrast to the Arab societies
of North Africa), the Ait Khabbash have entrusted their artistic responsibilities to women. Cynthia Becker
spent years in Morocco living among these women and, through family connections and female fellowship,
achieved unprecedented access to the artistic rituals of the Ait Khabbash. The result is more than a stunning
examination of the arts themselves, it is also an illumination of women's roles in Islamic North Africa and
the many ways in which women negotiate complex social and religious issues.

One of the reasons Amazigh women are artists is that the arts are expressions of ethnic identity, and it
follows that the guardians of Amazigh identity ought to be those who literally ensure its continuation from
generation to generation, the Amazigh women. Not surprisingly, the arts are visual expressions of
womanhood, and fertility symbols are prevalent. Controlling the visual symbols of Amazigh identity has
given these women power and prestige. Their clothing, tattoos, and jewelry are public identity statements;
such public artistic expressions contrast with the stereotype that women in the Islamic world are secluded
and veiled. But their role as public identity symbols can also be restrictive, and history (French colonialism,
the subsequent rise of an Arab-dominated government in Morocco, and the recent emergence of a
transnational Berber movement) has forced Ait Khabbash women to adapt their arts as their people adapt to
the contemporary world. By framing Amazigh arts with historical and cultural context, Cynthia Becker
allows the reader to see the full measure of these fascinating artworks.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Amazigh
Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lori Gravitt:

This Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity
can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So
, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Robin Norfleet:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity, it is possible to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-
book.

Myron Mendez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping
Berber Identity e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Amazigh Arts in
Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a



different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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