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A net of complex currents flowed across Jacobean England. This was the England of Shakespeare, Jonson
and Bacon; of the Gunpowder Plot; the worst outbreak of the plague England had ever seen; Arcadian
landscapes; murderous, toxic slums; and, above all, of sometimes overwhelming religious passion. Jacobean
England was both more godly and less godly than it had ever been, and the entire culture was drawn taut
between the polarities.

This was the world that created the King James Bible. It is the greatest work of English prose ever written,
and it is no coincidence that the translation was made at the moment “Englishness” and the English language
had come into its first passionate maturity. Boisterous, elegant, subtle, majestic, finely nuanced, sonorous
and musical, the English of Jacobean England has a more encompassing idea of its own reach and scope than
any before or since. It is a form of the language that drips with potency and sensitivity. The age, with all its
conflicts, explains the book.

The sponsor and guide of the whole Bible project was the King himself, the brilliant, ugly and profoundly
peace-loving James the Sixth of Scotland and First of England. Trained almost from birth to manage the
rivalries of political factions at home, James saw in England the chance for a sort of irenic Eden over which
the new translation of the Bible was to preside. It was to be a Bible for everyone, and as God's lieutenant on
earth, he would use it to unify his kingdom. The dream of Jacobean peace, guaranteed by an elision of royal
power and divine glory, lies behind a Bible of extraordinary grace and everlasting literary power.

About fifty scholars from Cambridge, Oxford and London did the work, drawing on many previous versions,
and created a text which, for all its failings, has never been equaled. That is the central question of this book:
How did this group of near-anonymous divines, muddled, drunk, self-serving, ambitious, ruthless,
obsequious, pedantic and flawed as they were, manage to bring off this astonishing translation? How did
such ordinary men make such extraordinary prose? In God's Secretaries, Adam Nicolson gives a fascinating
and dramatic account of the accession and ambition of the first Stuart king; of the scholars who labored for
seven years to create his Bible; of the influences that shaped their work and of the beliefs that colored their
world, immersing us in an age whose greatest monument is not a painting or a building, but a book.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Thompson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This God's Secretaries : The Making of the King James Bible (P.S.) book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving God's Secretaries : The Making of the King James Bible (P.S.) content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking God's Secretaries : The Making of the King James Bible (P.S.) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Edward Reed:

The particular book God's Secretaries : The Making of the King James Bible (P.S.) has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after looking over this book.

James Coles:

Why? Because this God's Secretaries : The Making of the King James Bible (P.S.) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Hoyt Knapp:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and God's Secretaries : The Making of the King James
Bible (P.S.) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes God's
Secretaries : The Making of the King James Bible (P.S.) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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