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The discovery of a gradual acceleration in the moon’s mean motion by Edmond Halley in the last decade of
the seventeenth century led to a revival of interest in reports of astronomical observations from antiquity.
These observations provided the only means to study the moon’s ‘secular acceleration’, as this newly-
discovered acceleration became known. This book contains the first detailed study of the use of ancient and
medieval astronomical observations in order to investigate the moon’s secular acceleration from its discovery
by Halley to the establishment of the magnitude of the acceleration by Richard Dunthorne, Tobias Mayer and
Jérôme Lalande in the 1740s and 1750s. Making extensive use of previously unstudied manuscripts, this
work shows how different astronomers used the same small body of preserved ancient observations in
different ways in their work on the secular acceleration. In addition, this work looks at the wider context of
the study of the moon’s secular acceleration, including its use in debates of biblical chronology, whether the
heavens were made up of æther, and the use of astronomy in determining geographical longitude. It also
discusses wider issues of the perceptions and knowledge of ancient and medieval astronomy in the early-
modern period. This book will be of interest to historians of astronomy, astronomers and historians of the
ancient world.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Young:

The reserve untitled Ancient Astronomical Observations and the Study of the Moon's Motion (1691-1757)
(Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and Physical Sciences) is the guide that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Ancient Astronomical Observations and the Study of the Moon's
Motion (1691-1757) (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and Physical Sciences) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Charles Kinsella:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Ancient Astronomical Observations and the Study of the Moon's Motion (1691-1757) (Sources and Studies
in the History of Mathematics and Physical Sciences) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get just before. The Ancient Astronomical Observations and the Study of the Moon's Motion
(1691-1757) (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and Physical Sciences) giving you another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Thompson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Ancient Astronomical Observations
and the Study of the Moon's Motion (1691-1757) (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and
Physical Sciences) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Ancient Astronomical
Observations and the Study of the Moon's Motion (1691-1757) (Sources and Studies in the History of
Mathematics and Physical Sciences) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.



Mark York:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Ancient Astronomical Observations and the
Study of the Moon's Motion (1691-1757) (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and Physical
Sciences).
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