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Rollback: The Red Army’s Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942–43 covers
the period from mid-December 1942 to mid-February 1943, one of the most critical periods of the war on the
Eastern Front. It was here that following the encirclement of an entire German army at Stalingrad, the
Soviets sought to take advantage of the ruptured Axis front in southern Russia to finish off the Germans’
Italian and Hungarian allies and liberate the economically vital areas of eastern Ukraine.

This study is drawn from a number of wartime and postwar articles, published by the General Staff’s
directorate for the study of wartime experience. Also featured are documents relating to the operational-
strategic conduct of the various operations, which were compiled and published after the fall of the Soviet
Union.

Several articles deal with the preparation for and conduct of the Southwestern Front’s Middle Don operation
of December 1942. Originally intended as an ambitious offensive to cut off the German forces in the North
Caucasus by driving on to Rostov, the operation was later reoriented to meet the threat of the German effort
to relieve Stalingrad. The offensive not only accomplished its objective of turning back the German attack,
thus dooming the Stalingrad garrison, but also destroyed the Italian army in the East as well.

The Soviet Voronezh Front then struck further up the Don River, and in the Ostrogozhsk–Rossosh’ operation
destroyed what remained of the Italian forces in the area, as well as the Hungarian army. This enabled the
Red Army to capture Khar’kov and push nearly to the Dnepr River by mid-February, before being thrown
back by a skillful German counteroffensive.

The territorial results of this operation set the stage for the front’s subsequent Voronezh–Kastornoe
operation, which enabled the Soviets to push as far west as Kursk before exhaustion and growing German
resistance brought the offensive to a halt. Further to the south, the Soviets were able to capture
Voroshilovgrad and penetrate into the industrial Donets Basin.

The book also contains a detailed Soviet examination of the employment of tank and mechanized corps
during the campaign. The conclusions reached here had a direct bearing on the restructuring of the Red
Army’s tank armies in time for the summer campaign of 1943.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Hager:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
Rollback: The Red Army's Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43.

Arthur Furr:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Rollback: The Red Army's Winter Offensive
along the Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Macie Tiffany:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Rollback: The Red Army's Winter Offensive along the
Southwestern Strategic Direction, 1942-43. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Crystal Lavigne:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update
of news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Rollback: The Red Army's Winter Offensive along the Southwestern Strategic
Direction, 1942-43 when you needed it?
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