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Around 300 A.D. European patterns of marriage and kinship were turned on their head. What had previously
been the norm - marriage to close kin - became the new taboo. The same applied to adoption, the obligation
of a man to marry his brother's widow and a number of other central practices. With these changes Christian
Europe broke radically from its own past and established practices which diverged markedly from those of
the Middle East, North Africa and Asia. In this highly original and far-reaching work Jack Goody argues that
from the fourth century there developed in the northern Mediterranean a distinctive but not undifferentiated
kinship system, whose growth can be attributed to the role of the Church in acquiring property formerly held
by domestic groups. He suggests that the early Church, faced with the need to provide for people who had
left their kin to devote themselves to the life of the Church, regulated the rules of marriage so that wealth
could be channelled away from the family and into the Church. Thus the Church became an 'interitor',
acquiring vast tracts of property through the alienation of familial rights. At the same time, the structure of
domestic life was changed dramatically, the Church placing more emphasis on individual wishes, on
conjugality, and on spiritual rather than natural kinship. Tracing the consequences of this change through to
the present day, Jack Goody challenges some fundamental assumptions about the making of western society,
and provides an alternative focus for future study of the European family, kinship structures and marriage
patterns. The questions he raises will provoke much interest and discussion amongst anthropologists,
sociologists and historians.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Development of the Family and
Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or suited book with you?

James Sirois:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Development of the Family and
Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) to read.

Stanley Cooper:

This The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) is great guide
for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications)
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Carmine Caulfield:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book
The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) we can consider
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The



Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications). You can more attractive
than now.
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