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From constructing new buildings to describing rival-controlled areas as morally and physically dangerous,
leaders in late antiquity fundamentally shaped their physical environment and thus the events that unfolded
within it. Controlling Contested Places maps the city of Antioch (Antakya, Turkey) through the
topographically sensitive vocabulary of cultural geography, demonstrating the critical role played by
physical and rhetorical spatial contests during the tumultuous fourth century. Paying close attention to the
manipulation of physical places, Christine Shepardson exposes some of the powerful forces that structured
the development of religious orthodoxy and orthopraxy in the late Roman Empire.

Theological claims and political support were not the only significant factors in determining which Christian
communities gained authority around the Empire. Rather, Antioch’s urban and rural places, far from being
an inert backdrop against which events transpired, were ever-shifting sites of, and tools for, the negotiation
of power, authority, and religious identity. This book traces the ways in which leaders like John Chrysostom,
Theodoret, and Libanius encouraged their audiences to modify their daily behaviors and transform their
interpretation of the world (and landscape) around them. Shepardson argues that examples from Antioch
were echoed around the Mediterranean world, and similar types of physical and rhetorical manipulations
continue to shape the politics of identity and perceptions of religious orthodoxy to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

The book Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious
Controversy can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique
Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of
Religious Controversy has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Willie Quinones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the
Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy why because the excellent cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Sherry Hansen:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy
this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.

Gertrude Hoskins:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique
Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy or even others sources were given know-how for



you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Controlling Contested Places: Late
Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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