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When Harry Truman was rescued from political obscurity to become Franklin Roosevelt's running mate,
black Americans were deeply troubled. Many believed that Truman, born and raised in former slave-holding
Missouri, was a step back on civil rights from Henry Wallace, the liberal incumbent vice president. But by
the end of his own presidency, black newspaper publishers cited Truman for having "awakened the
conscience of America and given new strength to our democracy by his courageous efforts on behalf of
freedom and equality."

In this first full-scale account of Truman's evolving views on civil rights, Robert Shogan recounts how
Truman outgrew the bigotry of his Jackson County upbringing to become the first president since Lincoln to
attempt to redress the nation's long history of injustice toward its black citizens—and in the process
transformed the course of race relations in America. Shogan vividly demonstrates the full significance of the
33rd president's contributions to that transformation. He ordered the integration of the armed forces and
threw the weight of the Justice Department behind the long struggle against segregation in housing and
education. And he used the platform of his presidency to relentlessly trumpet the cause of equal rights for
those least favored Americans, even making an unprecedented address to the NAACP.

Going beyond other accounts of Truman, Shogan points out the political and personal factors that motivated
the president and weighs the potential political costs and benefits of his civil rights actions. Shogan also
explains Truman's shift away from his formative racial prejudices by shedding light on the forces that shaped
his character and leadership qualities. These included his political tutelage under "Boss Tom" Pendergast,
which taught him the value of black voters, and the influence of populism, which fostered his support for
underdogs such as black Americans.

Illuminating how Truman became the first president to make racial injustice a political priority-and the first
to denounce segregation as well as discrimination—Shogan's book opens a new and provocative window on
the struggle for civil rights in America.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial Justice.

Robert Kuehner:

The event that you get from Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial Justice could be the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial Justice giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone
who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Harry Truman and the Struggle for
Racial Justice instantly.

Brittany Schafer:

This book untitled Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial Justice to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Shirley Hinkle:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial Justice.
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