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In order to describe the logic of morality, "contractualist" philosophers have studied how individuals behave
when they choose to follow their moral intuitions. These individuals, contractualists note, often act as if they
have bargained and thus reached an agreement with others about how to distribute the benefits and burdens
of mutual cooperation. Using this observation, such philosophers argue that the purpose of morality is to
maximize the benefits of human interaction. The resulting "contract" analogy is both insightful and puzzling.
On one hand, it captures the pattern of moral intuitions, thus answering questions about human cooperation:
why do humans cooperate? Why should the distribution of benefits be proportionate to each person's
contribution? Why should the punishment be proportionate to the crime? Why should the rights be
proportionate to the duties? On the other hand, the analogy provides a mere as-if explanation for human
cooperation, saying that cooperation is "as if" people have passed a contract-but since they didn't, why
should it be so?
To evolutionary thinkers, the puzzle of the missing contract is immediately reminiscent of the puzzle of the
missing "designer" of life-forms, a puzzle that Darwin's theory of natural selection essentially resolved.
Evolutionary and contractualist theory originally intersected at the work of philosophers John Rawls and
David Gauthier, who argued that moral judgments are based on a sense of fairness that has been naturally
selected.
In this book, Nicolas Baumard further explores the theory that morality was originally an adaptation to the
biological market of cooperation, an arena in which individuals competed to be selected for cooperative
interactions. In this environment, Baumard suggests, the best strategy was to treat others with impartiality
and to share the costs and benefits of cooperation in a fair way, so that those who offered less than others
were left out of cooperation while those who offered more were exploited by their partners. It is with this
evolutionary approach that Baumard ultimately accounts for the specific structure of human morality.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Hopkins:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Origins of Fairness: How Evolution Explains Our Moral Nature
(Foundations of Human Interaction) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Origins of Fairness: How
Evolution Explains Our Moral Nature (Foundations of Human Interaction) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Origins of Fairness: How Evolution Explains Our
Moral Nature (Foundations of Human Interaction) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

James Shipp:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Origins of Fairness: How Evolution Explains Our Moral Nature (Foundations of Human Interaction) your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get before. The The Origins of Fairness: How Evolution Explains Our
Moral Nature (Foundations of Human Interaction) giving you another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Theresa Walker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Origins of Fairness: How
Evolution Explains Our Moral Nature (Foundations of Human Interaction) reserve written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation The Origins of Fairness: How Evolution Explains Our Moral Nature
(Foundations of Human Interaction) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Betty Williams:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Origins of Fairness: How Evolution Explains Our



Moral Nature (Foundations of Human Interaction) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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