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When Montaigne developed the essay in the sixteenth century, he could not have imagined the power and
longevity of his creation. "He did not set up for a philosopher, wit, orator, or moralist," wrote Hazlitt, "but he
became all these by merely daring to tell us whatever passed through his mind." Ever since, writers have
seized upon his example, and for over four hundred years we have encountered astonishing insights and
breathtaking language by following what has passed through their minds, as recounted in the essay. And now
some of the finest essays of all time have been gathered together by John Gross, former editor of The New
York Times Book Review, in an outstanding new anthology.
Ranging from the early 1600s through the 1980s, this sweeping collection includes 140 essays by 120 of the
finest writers in the history of the English language. John Gross has collected classics and rare gems,
representative samples and personal favorites, intimate essays and learned, serious reflections and
hysterically funny satire, by both British and American writers. Here is Eveleyn Waugh, providing tips on
how to move in Well-Informed Circles ("Attribute all facts of common knowledge to personal information;
for instance, do not say, 'What a wet week it has been,' but, 'They tell me at Greenwich they have registered
the highest rainfall for six weeks'"); Ralph Waldo Emerson on conservatism and innovation; Ambrose Bierce
on "the horror of the characteristic American custom of promiscuous, unsought, and unauthorized
introductions"; Oscar Wilde on the critic as artist ("It is only about things that do not interest one that one
can give a really unbiased opion, which is no doubt the reason why an unbiased opinion is always absolutely
valueless"); Rose Macaulay on dinner parties; and James Baldwin, musing about what a remote Swiss village
tells him about race in the wider world ("Joyce is right about history being a nightmare--but it may be the
nightmare from which no one can awaken. People are trapped in history, and history is trapped in them.").
The authors Gross has gathered form a gallery of genius, all indispensable masters of rhetoric, from Samuel
Butler to Samuel Johnson, from John Dryden to Ben Franklin, from Geoge Eliot to George Bernard Shaw,
from E.B. White to Joan Didion. Including book reviews and travel sketches, history lessons and
meditations, reflections on art and on potato chips, these essays sample four centuries of eloquence and
insight in a collection that is at once immensely enlightening, edifying, and entertaining.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Depew:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Oxford Book of
Essays. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Joaquin Hogan:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Oxford Book of Essays was making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide
The Oxford Book of Essays is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Oxford Book of Essays. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Leonard Bassett:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Oxford Book of Essays as the daily
resource information.

Mattie Martin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Oxford Book of Essays can give you a lot of
good friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Oxford Book of Essays.
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