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With his usual wit and élan, esteemed historian Peter Gay enters the contentious, long-standing debates over
the romantic period. Here, in this concise and inviting volume, he reformulates the definition of romanticism
and provides a fresh account of the immense achievements of romantic writers and artistsin all media.

Gay’ s scope iswide, hisinsights sharp. He takes on the recurring questions about how to interpret romantic
figures and their works. Who qualifies to be aromantic? What ties together romantic figures who practicein
different countries, employ different media, even live in different centuries? How is modernism indebted to
romanticism, if at all?

Guiding readers through the history of the romantic movement across Britain, France, Germany, and
Switzerland, Gay argues that the best way to conceptualize romanticism is to accept its complicated nature
and acknowledge that there is no “ single basket” to contain it. Gay conceives of romanticsin “families,”
whose individual members share fundamental values but retain unique qualities. He concludes by
demonstrating that romanticism extends well into the twentieth century, where its deep and lasting impact
may be measured in the work of writerssuch asT. S. Eliot and Virginia Woolf.
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From reader reviews:
William Coker:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Why the Romantics Matter (Why X Matters
Series) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Joan Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Why the Romantics Matter (Why X
Matters Series) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Francis Garcia:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you alot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Why the
Romantics Matter (Why X Matters Series), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours book.

Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Adam Hay:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Why the Romantics Matter (Why X
Matters Series) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Why the Romantics Matter (Why X Matters
Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that can break
don't determine book by itsinclude, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick thiskind of!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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