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The introduction of the Human Rights Act has led to an explosion in books on human rights, yet no sustained
examination of their history and philosophy exists in the burgeoning literature. At the same time, while
human rights have triumphed on the world stage as the ideology of postmodernity, our age has witnessed
more violations of human rights than any previous, less enlightened one. This book fills the historical and
theoretical gap and explores the powerful promises and disturbing paradoxes of human rights.

Divided in two parts and fourteen chapters, the book offers first an alternative history of natural law, in
which natural rights represent the eternal human struggle to resist domination and oppression and to fight for
a society in which people are no longer degraded or despised. At the time of their birth, in the 18th century,
and again in the popular uprisings of the last decade, human rights became the dominant critique of the
conservatism of law. But the radical energy, symbolic value and apparently endless expansive potential of
rights has led to their adoption both by governments wishing to justify their policies on moral grounds and
by individuals fighting for the public recognition of private desires and has undermined their ends.

Part Two examines the philosophical logic of rights. Rights, the most liberal of institutions, has been largely
misunderstood by established political philosophy and jurisprudence as a result of their cognitive limitations
and ethically impoverished views of the individual subject and of the social bond. The liberal approaches of
Hobbes, Locke and Kant are juxtaposed to the classical critiques of the concept of human rights by Burke,
Hegel and Marx. The philosophies of Heidegger, Strauss, Arendt and Sartre are used to deconstruct the
concept of the (legal) subject. Semiotics and psychoanalysis help explore the catastrophic consequences of
both universalists and cultural relativists when they become convinced about their correctness. Finally,
through a consideration of the ethics of otherness, and with reference to recent human rights violations, it is
argued that the end of human rights is to judge law and politics from a position of moral transcendence.

This is a comprehensive historical and theoretical examination of the discourse and practice of human rights.
Using examples from recent moral foreign policies in Iraq, Rwanda and Kosovo, Douzinas radically argues
that the defensive and emancipatory role of human rights will come to an end if we do not re-invent their
utopian ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The End of
Human Rights: Critical Thought at the Turn of the Century is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Willie Wilson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
The End of Human Rights: Critical Thought at the Turn of the Century.

Elizabeth Sherer:

The particular book The End of Human Rights: Critical Thought at the Turn of the Century has a lot info on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Phillip Elliott:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The End of Human Rights: Critical Thought at the Turn of the Century. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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