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For over a quarter century, Iran has been one of America's chief nemeses. Ever since Ayatollah Khomeini
overthrew the Shah in 1979, the relationship between the two nations has been antagonistic: revolutionary
guards chanting against the Great Satan, Bush fulminating against the Axis of Evil, Iranian support for
Hezbollah, and President Ahmadinejad blaming the U.S. for the world's ills.

The unending war of words suggests an intractable divide between Iran and the West, one that may very well
lead to a shooting war in the near future. But as Ray Takeyh shows in this accessible and authoritative
history of Iran's relations with the world since the revolution, behind the famous personalities and extremist
slogans is a nation that is far more pragmatic--and complex--than many in the West have been led to believe.
Takeyh explodes many of our simplistic myths of Iran as an intransigently Islamist foe of the West. Tracing
the course of Iranian policy since the 1979 revolution, Takeyh identifies four distinct periods: the
revolutionary era of the 1980s, the tempered gradualism following the death of Khomeini and the end of the
Iran-Iraq war in 1989, the "reformist" period from 1997-2005 under President Khatami, and the shift toward
confrontation and radicalism since the election of President Ahmadinejad in 2005.

Takeyh shows that three powerful forces--Islamism, pragmatism, and great power pretensions--have
competed in each of these periods, and that Iran's often paradoxical policies are in reality a series of
compromises between the hardliners and the moderates, often with wild oscillations between pragmatism
and ideological dogmatism. The U.S.'s task, Takeyh argues, is to find strategies that address Iran's
objectionable behavior without demonizing this key player in an increasingly vital and volatile region. With
its clear-sighted grasp of both nuance and historical sweep, Guardians of the Revolution will stand as the
standard work on this controversial--and central--actor in world politics for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Cortez:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and
the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or ideal book with you?

Zachary Foushee:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of
Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs to read.

Paulette Preston:

The reserve with title Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Danica Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Guardians of the Revolution: Iran
and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt
Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs as good book not simply by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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