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The "City of God" or the "City of Man"? This is the choice St. Augustine offered 1500 years ago--and
according to Pierre Manent the modern West has decisively and irreversibly chosen the latter. In this subtle
and wide-ranging book on the Western intellectual and political condition, Manent argues that the West has
rejected the laws of God and of nature in a quest for human autonomy. But in declaring ourselves free and
autonomous, he contends, we have, paradoxically, lost a sense of what it means to be human.

In the first part of the book, Manent explores the development of the social sciences since the seventeenth
century, portraying their growth as a sign of increasing human "self-consciousness." But as social scientists
have sought to free us from the intellectual confines of the ancient world, he writes, they have embraced
modes of analysis--economic, sociological, and historical--that treat only narrow aspects of the human
condition and portray individuals as helpless victims of impersonal forces. As a result, we have lost all sense
of human agency and of the unified human subject at the center of intellectual study. Politics and culture
have come to be seen as mere foam on the tides of historical and social necessity.

In the second half of the book, titled "Self-Affirmation," Manent examines how the West, having discovered
freedom, then discovered arbitrary will and its dangers. With no shared touchstones or conceptions of virtue,
for example, we have found it increasingly hard to communicate with each other. This is a striking contrast
to the past, he writes, when even traditions as different as the Classical and the Christian held many of these
conceptions in common.

The result of these discoveries, according to Manent, is the disturbing rootlessness that characterizes our
time. By gaining autonomy from external authority, we have lost a sense of what we are. In "giving birth" to
ourselves, we have abandoned that which alone can nurture and sustain us. With penetrating insight and
remarkable erudition, Manent offers a profound analysis of the confusions and contradictions at the heart of
the modern condition.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The City of Man book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still hesitation The City of Man as good book not only by the cover but also
by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Dorothea Profitt:

This The City of Man is new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this The City of Man can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Debra Espiritu:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called
of book The City of Man. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Judith Ellis:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By book The City of Man we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The City of Man. You can more desirable than now.
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