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Love it or hate it, celebrity is one of the dominant features of modern life--and one of the least understood.
Fred Inglis sets out to correct this problem in this entertaining and enlightening social history of modern
celebrity, from eighteenth-century London to today's Hollywood. Vividly written and brimming with
fascinating stories of figures whose lives mark important moments in the history of celebrity, this book
explains how fame has changed over the past two-and-a-half centuries.

Starting with the first modern celebrities in mid-eighteenth-century London, including Samuel Johnson and
the Prince Regent, the book traces the changing nature of celebrity and celebrities through the age of the
Romantic hero, the European fin de siècle, and the Gilded Age in New York and Chicago. In the twentieth
century, the book covers the Jazz Age, the rise of political celebrities such as Mussolini, Hitler, and Stalin,
and the democratization of celebrity in the postwar decades, as actors, rock stars, and sports heroes became
the leading celebrities.

Arguing that celebrity is a mirror reflecting some of the worst as well as some of the best aspects of modern
history itself, Inglis considers how the lives of the rich and famous provide not only entertainment but also
social cohesion and, like morality plays, examples of what--and what not--to do.

This book will interest anyone who is curious about the history that lies behind one of the great
preoccupations of our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Burton:

In other case, little individuals like to read book A Short History of Celebrity. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book A Short History of
Celebrity. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's read.

Pablo Torrey:

The book A Short History of Celebrity make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Short History of Celebrity to get your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve A Short History of Celebrity.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Lyman Johnson:

The book A Short History of Celebrity can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book A Short History of Celebrity?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Short History of Celebrity has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lucille Grant:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book A Short History of Celebrity it is quite good to read. There are a lot
of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.
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