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The Second World War profoundly changed the people who fought in it. Bill Kress, a small-town
Depression child, raised by his grandparents, became a part of that great drama just a few months after his
graduation from high school. He enlisted mainly to delay his induction, but ironically, his enlistment actually
brought him under the army's jurisdiction sooner than had he been drafted. Through his basic training and
technical schooling to become an army medic, he was to learn that the army governed its people
impersonally without regard for their desires, or even their imagined skills. There was "a right way and an
army way." Forced to leave his "first love," a beautiful girl in Atlanta, he was sent overseas aboard the
Queen Elizabeth, a woman's name that was to have a significant place in his life. In a series of flashbacks
and dreams aboard the ship, Bill Kress tells us about his childhood and the profound influence his
grandmother had upon his young life. It was her gentle kindness and love for him and others that was to
triumph over the brutish forces of both his grandfather, a stern Pennsylvania Dutch disciplinarian, and the
army. Grandfather taught him to survive; grandmother taught him how to live. Kress's life both at home and
overseas was a mixture of horror and humor. The humor shows in the catastrophe of his first date, his army
haircut, the tough medical sergeant's "making his own patients," and the romance between the little Chinese
cook and the huge English ATS girl. These incidents furnish comic relief for the horrors of being pinned for
hours on the beach D-day, and the deaths of friends there and at Bastogne. Bill Kress more than just survives
the war; he reaches an understanding about the meaning of life through its sufferings and through the love of
Elspeth. She, as well as his grandmother, was his Elizabeth Barrett who taught him that love is unselfish and
requires a complete subjugation of self for the good of others. Bill Kress's lessons were hard, but their very
toughness taught him that life, itself, is a struggle, a search for love.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Cruce:

The particular book And Youth Was Gone will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suitable to you. The book And Youth Was Gone is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Anne Hernandez:

The book with title And Youth Was Gone contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Tonia Lee:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually And Youth Was Gone.

Rick Fountain:

This And Youth Was Gone is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having And Youth Was Gone in your hand like
having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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