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How do we know that Emily Dickinson wrote poems? How do we recognize a poem when we see one? In
Dickinson's Misery, Virginia Jackson poses fundamental questions about reading habits we have come to
take for granted. Because Dickinson's writing remained largely unpublished when she died in 1886,
decisions about what it was that Dickinson wrote have been left to the editors, publishers, and critics who
have brought Dickinson's work into public view. The familiar letters, notes on advertising fliers, verses on
split-open envelopes, and collections of verses on personal stationery tied together with string have become
the Dickinson poems celebrated since her death as exemplary lyrics.

Jackson makes the larger argument that the century and a half spanning the circulation of Dickinson's work
tells the story of a shift in the publication, consumption, and interpretation of lyric poetry. This shift took the
form of what this book calls the "lyricization of poetry," a set of print and pedagogical practices that
collapsed the variety of poetic genres into lyric as a synonym for poetry.

Featuring many new illustrations from Dickinson's manuscripts, this book makes a major contribution to the
study of Dickinson and of nineteenth-century American poetry. It maps out the future for new work in
historical poetics and lyric theory.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric
Reading book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Darren Meekins:

This book untitled Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Crystal Sanchez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

David Manning:

Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric
Reading yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.
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