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Product Description At a time when few women were educated or literate and rarely travelled German-born
naturalist and artist Maria Sibylla Merian (1647 1717) made history with her studies of insects in Surinam.
Trained as a copperplate engraver and watercolorist, she documented the metamorphosis of butterflies,
laying the foundation for modern entomology. What Merian observed when breeding native species of
butterfly triggered her curiosity, and spurred her to further investigation; the development from ovum, via
larva and chrysalis, to adult butterfly was not fully understood in the 17th century. And not every pupa
developed into a butterfly, which puzzled Merian for a long time. On seeing a collection of butterflies from
Dutch Guiana, modern Surinam, she decided to study tropical flora and fauna, to discover whether the moths
and butterflies she saw in collections shared the same life cycle as those she had bred: the egg and caterpillar
stage. In 1699 she sailed for South America with daughter Dorothea, the first time any woman had ventured
on a journey of exploration on this scale. Having evaluated and categorized her specimens, in 1705 she
published her major work Metamorphosis Insectorum Surinamensium, in Dutch and Latin. She made 60
copperplate engravings to illustrate the stages of insect development, arranged around the cultivated and wild
plants she had encountered on her travels. With its detailed text and imagery, the Metamorphosis is the first
work on the natural history of Surinam. For 17th century Europeans it was an insight into an unknown world.
TASCHEN s reprint of a hand-colored first edition copy includes the complete plates with a commentary by
Katharina Schmidt-Loske. Merian accomplished a pioneering achievement of the modern age. This
publication pays homage to her work and offers readers an opportunity to appreciate her sumptuous
engravings.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

This Insects of Surinam book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Insects of Surinam without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Insects of Surinam can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Insects of Surinam having
fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Randell Easley:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled Insects of Surinam can be good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Candy Dixon:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Insects of Surinam this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Dustin Kellett:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make summary
for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their hobby. They just
do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Insects of Surinam can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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