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While Syria has been dominated since the 1960s by a determinedly secular regime, the uprising that began
there in 2011 has raised many questions about the role of Islam in the country's politics. This book, which is
based on the author's extensive fieldwork in Syria's mosques and schools and on interviews with local
Muslim scholars, is the first comprehensive study of the country's little-known religious scene and its most
influential actors, the ulama. It demonstrates that with the eradication of the Muslim Brothers after the failed
insurrection of 1982, Sunni men of religion became the only voice of the Islamic trend in the country.
Through educational programs, the establishment of charitable foundations, and their deft handling of tribal
and merchant networks, they took advantage of popular disaffection with secular ideologies to increase their
influence over society. In recent years, with the Islamic resurgence, the Alawi-dominated Ba'thist regime
was compelled to bring the clergy into the political fold. This ambiguous relationship was exposed in 2011
by the division of the Sunni clergy between regime supporters, bystanders, and opponents. This book affords
an entirely new perspective on Syrian society as it stands at the crossroads of political and social
fragmentation.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Martin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Religion and State in Syria: The Sunni
Ulama from Coup to Revolution (Cambridge Middle East Studies) book as basic and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bess Cook:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Religion and State in Syria: The Sunni Ulama from Coup to Revolution
(Cambridge Middle East Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.

Carolyn Cook:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Religion and State in Syria:
The Sunni Ulama from Coup to Revolution (Cambridge Middle East Studies) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Tania Hansen:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Religion and State in Syria: The Sunni
Ulama from Coup to Revolution (Cambridge Middle East Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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