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What is morality? Where does it come from? And why do most of us heed its call most of the time? In
Braintrust, neurophilosophy pioneer Patricia Churchland argues that morality originates in the biology of the
brain. She describes the "neurobiological platform of bonding" that, modified by evolutionary pressures and
cultural values, has led to human styles of moral behavior. The result is a provocative genealogy of morals
that asks us to reevaluate the priority given to religion, absolute rules, and pure reason in accounting for the
basis of morality.

Moral values, Churchland argues, are rooted in a behavior common to all mammals--the caring for offspring.
The evolved structure, processes, and chemistry of the brain incline humans to strive not only for self-
preservation but for the well-being of allied selves--first offspring, then mates, kin, and so on, in wider and
wider "caring" circles. Separation and exclusion cause pain, and the company of loved ones causes pleasure;
responding to feelings of social pain and pleasure, brains adjust their circuitry to local customs. In this way,
caring is apportioned, conscience molded, and moral intuitions instilled. A key part of the story is oxytocin,
an ancient body-and-brain molecule that, by decreasing the stress response, allows humans to develop the
trust in one another necessary for the development of close-knit ties, social institutions, and morality.

A major new account of what really makes us moral, Braintrust challenges us to reconsider the origins of
some of our most cherished values.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

Here thing why this Braintrust: What Neuroscience Tells Us about Morality are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Braintrust: What Neuroscience Tells Us about Morality giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with Braintrust: What Neuroscience Tells Us about Morality. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Braintrust: What Neuroscience Tells Us about Morality in e-book can be your alternative.

Julia Flowers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Braintrust: What Neuroscience Tells Us about Morality
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Marjorie Cook:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. Braintrust: What Neuroscience Tells Us about Morality can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Eric Saunders:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Braintrust: What Neuroscience Tells Us about Morality when you required it?
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