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The King of the Golden River or The Black Brothers: A Legend of Stiria by John Ruskin was originally
written in 1841 for the twelve-year-old Effie (Euphemia) Gray, whom Ruskin later married. It was published
in book form in 1851, and became an early Victorian classic which sold out three editions. In the
"Advertisement to the First Edition," which prefaces it, it is called a fairy tale, one, it might be added, that
illustrates the triumph of love, kindness, and goodness over evil; however, it could also be characterized as a
fable, a fabricated aetiological myth or etiology, and a parable. It was illustrated with 22 illustrations by
Richard Doyle (1824–83). The richness of the Treasure Valley, high in the mountains of Stiria or Styria,
southeastern Austria, is lost through the evil of the owners, the two elder, "Black Brothers," Hans and
Schwartz, who in their foolishness mistreat Southwest Wind, Esquire, who in turn floods their valley,
washing away their "liquid assets," and turning their valley into a dead valley of red sand. This personified
wind has the power to keep things this way through his influence with other winds that had caused the
valley's unique fertility. Forced into a trade other than farming Hans and Schwartz become goldsmiths. They
cruelly melt their younger brother Gluck's prize heirloom, a golden mug, which consists of the head of a
golden bearded man. This action releases the King of the Golden River for Gluck to pour out of the crucible
as a finely dressed little golden dwarf. The Golden River is one of the high mountain cataracts, that surround
the Treasure Valley. Gluck fancies that it would be good if that high majestic river would actually be what it
appears in the setting sun, a river of gold. The dwarfish king disagrees with Gluck, but offers a proposition:
if someone were to climb up to the source of the river and throw into it at least three drops of "holy water," it
would become for that person only a river of gold. That person must do it on his first and only attempt or be
overwhelmed by the river to become a black stone.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Blalock:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this The King of the Golden River: The Black Brothers - A Legend of Stiria.

Tammy Kovar:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The King of the Golden River: The Black Brothers - A
Legend of Stiria why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lee Fuller:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. The King of the Golden River: The Black Brothers - A Legend of Stiria can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

James Weil:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The King of the Golden River: The
Black Brothers - A Legend of Stiria is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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