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Nineteenth-century England witnessed an unprecedented increase in the number of publications and
institutions devoted to the creation and the dissemination of knowledge: encyclopedias, scientific periodicals,
instruction manuals, scientific societies, children’s literature, mechanics’ institutes, museums of natural
history, and lending libraries. In Useful Knowledge Alan Rauch presents a social, cultural, and literary
history of this new knowledge industry and traces its relationships within nineteenth-century literature,
ending with its eventual confrontation with Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species.
Rauch discusses both the influence and the ideology of knowledge in terms of how it affected nineteenth-
century anxieties about moral responsibility and religious beliefs. Drawing on a wide array of literary,
scientific, and popular works of the period, the book focusses on the growing importance of scientific
knowledge and its impact on Victorian culture. From discussions of Jane Webb Loudon’s The Mummy! and
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, to Charlotte Brontë’s The Professor, Charles Kingsley’s Alton Locke, and
George Eliot’s Mill on the Floss, Rauch paints a fascinating picture of nineteenth-century culture and
addresses issues related to the proliferation of knowledge and the moral issues of this time period. Useful
Knowledge touches on social and cultural anxieties that offer both historical and contemporary insights on
our ongoing preoccupation with knowledge.
Useful Knowledge will appeal to readers interested in nineteenth century history, literature, culture, the
mediation of knowledge, and the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Favors:

The actual book Useful Knowledge: The Victorians, Morality, and the March of Intellect has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Patricia Morales:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Useful
Knowledge: The Victorians, Morality, and the March of Intellect your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Useful Knowledge: The Victorians, Morality, and
the March of Intellect giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Lisa Saxon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Useful Knowledge: The Victorians, Morality, and the
March of Intellect why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lindsay Washington:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Useful Knowledge: The Victorians, Morality, and the March of Intellect when you
essential it?
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