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This is a narrative and interpretive history of a major institution of higher education. In it, the authors want to
avoid the pitfalls of too many other "college histories," which are sometimes either painfully detailed
encyclopaedic catalogues of "one damn thing after another" or panegyrics praising one damn president or
construction project after another. Obviously, they want to tell an interesting story, focusing on the people
who inhabited the institution, from powerful presidents like John R. Emens to boisterous students like David
Letterman, whose fame as a late-night talk show host makes his name a household word. And they trace the
history of the institution and its people from the local business people who pushed to establish higher
education in a small Midwestern city in the late-19th century to a 21st-century president who spent most of
his life in the South. But this is not simply a series of stories.The authors emphasise two crucial themes that
run throughout Ball State's history. First, more than most American colleges and universities, Ball State has
had extraordinarily close ties with the community of Muncie, especially its elite. From the fact that it was
named after a local industrialist, to vital community participation in its latest fundraising campaign, Ball
State and Muncie-East Central Indiana are inextricably linked. Second, in many ways Ball State is a
"representative," even paradigmatic American university. Targeting mainly students from its region, Ball
State has had virtually open admission standards for most of its history. It has lived what we call the
"Jacksonian" vision of access to education. It has also followed a trajectory similar to many other American
universities as it moved from normal school to teachers' college to comprehensive university.Indeed, the
authors argue, it is the Ball States of America that best define this nation's "genius" in higher education,
separating this country's system of higher education from those of other countries. Ball State University,
then, is both distinctive and representative - a fascinating case study in educational history.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Nakagawa:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Ball State University: An Interpretive History.

Viola Waters:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Ball State
University: An Interpretive History? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Earl Sanders:

This Ball State University: An Interpretive History are generally reliable for you who want to be considered
a successful person, why. The reason of this Ball State University: An Interpretive History can be on the list
of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Ball State
University: An Interpretive History giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Courtney Cook:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Ball State University: An Interpretive History your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get prior to. The Ball State University: An Interpretive History giving you another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let
us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?
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