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One important aim of social science research is to provide unbiased information that can help guide public
policies. However, social science is often construed as politics by other means. Nowhere is the polarized
nature of social science research more visible than in the heated debate over charter schools. In Spin Cycle,
noted political scientist and education expert Jeffrey Henig explores how controversies over the charter
school movement illustrate the use and misuse of research in policy debates. Henig’s compelling narrative
reveals that, despite all of the political maneuvering on the public stage, research on school choice has
gradually converged on a number of widely accepted findings. This quiet consensus shows how solid
research can supersede partisan cleavages and sensationalized media headlines.

In Spin Cycle, Henig draws on extensive interviews with researchers, journalists, and funding agencies on
both sides of the debate, as well as data on federal and foundation grants and a close analysis of media
coverage, to explore how social science research is “spun” in the public sphere. Henig looks at the
consequences of a highly controversial New York Times article that cited evidence of poor test performance
among charter school students. The front-page story, based on research findings released by the American
Federation of Teachers (AFT), sparked an explosive debate over the effectiveness of charter schools. In the
ensuing drama, reputable scholars from both ends of the political spectrum launched charges and counter-
charges over the research methodology and the implications of the data. Henig uses this political tug-of-war
to illustrate broader problems relating to social science: of what relevance is supposedly non-partisan
research when findings are wielded as political weapons on both sides of the debate?

In the case of charter schools, Henig shows that despite the political posturing in public forums, many
researchers have since revised their stances according to accumulating new evidence and have begun to find
common ground. Over time, those who favored charter schools were willing to admit that in many instances
charter schools are no better than traditional schools. And many who were initially alarmed by the potentially
destructive consequences of school choice admitted that their fears were overblown. The core problem,
Henig concludes, has less to do with research itself than with the way it is often sensationalized or
misrepresented in public discourse.

Despite considerable frustration over the politicization of research, until now there has been no systematic
analysis of the problem. Spin Cycle provides an engaging narrative and instructive guide with far-reaching
implications for the way research is presented to the public. Ultimately, Henig argues, we can do a better job
of bringing research to bear on the task of social betterment.
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From reader reviews:

Athena Thornton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of
Charter Schools.

Jeremy Reed:

Here thing why that Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in
Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in
Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used
in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools in e-book can be your choice.

Ellis Dunn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in
Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still uncertainty Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools as
good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Daniel England:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of



Charter Schools. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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