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Hegel's "highway of despair," introduced in his Phenomenology of Spirit, represents the tortured path
traveled by "natural consciousness" on its way to freedom. Despair, the passionate residue of Hegelian
critique, also indicates fugitive opportunities for freedom and preserves the principle of hope against all
hope. Analyzing the works of an eclectic cast of thinkers, Robyn Marasco considers the dynamism of despair
as a critical passion, reckoning with the forms of historical life forged along Hegel's highway.

The Highway of Despair follows Theodor Adorno, Georges Bataille, and Frantz Fanon as they each read,
resist, and reconfigure a strand of thought in Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit. Confronting the twentieth-
century collapse of a certain revolutionary dialectic, these thinkers struggle to revalue critical philosophy and
recast Left Hegelianism within the contexts of genocidal racism, world war, and colonial domination. Each
thinker also re-centers the role of passion in critique. Arguing against more recent trends in critical theory
that promise an escape from despair, Marasco shows how passion frustrates the resolutions of reason and
faith. Embracing the extremism of what Marx, in the spirit of Hegel, called the "ruthless critique of
everything existing," she affirms the contemporary purchase of radical critical theory, resulting in a
passionate approach to political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Dildy:

The particular book The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New Directions in Critical
Theory) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Effie Phillips:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Highway of Despair: Critical
Theory After Hegel (New Directions in Critical Theory) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Vincent Newton:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After
Hegel (New Directions in Critical Theory) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After
Hegel (New Directions in Critical Theory) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Holly Walker:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New Directions in Critical
Theory) when you required it?
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