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Ali G: How many words does you know?

Noam Chomsky: Normally, humans, by maturity, have tens of thousands of them.

Ali G: What is some of 'em?

—Da Ali G Show
 
Did you know that both mammal and matter derive from baby talk? Have you noticed how wince makes you
wince? Ever wonder why so many h-words have to do with breath?
 
Roy Blount Jr. certainly has, and after forty years of making a living using words in every medium, print or
electronic, except greeting cards, he still can’t get over his ABCs. In Alphabet Juice, he celebrates the
electricity, the juju, the sonic and kinetic energies, of letters and their combinations. Blount does not
prescribe proper English. The franchise he claims is “over the counter.”

Three and a half centuries ago, Thomas Blount produced Blount’s Glossographia, the first dictionary to
explore derivations of English words. This Blount’s Glossographia takes that pursuit to other levels, from
Proto-Indo-European roots to your epiglottis. It rejects the standard linguistic notion that the connection
between words and their meanings is “arbitrary.” Even the word arbitrary is shown to be no more arbitrary,
at its root, than go-to guy or crackerjack. From sources as venerable as the OED (in which Blount finds an
inconsistency, at whisk) and as fresh as Urbandictionary.com (to which Blount has contributed the number-
one definition of alligator arm), and especially from the author’s own wide-ranging experience, Alphabet
Juice derives an organic take on language that is unlike, and more fun than, any other.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Jenkins:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Alphabet Juice: The Energies, Gists, and Spirits of Letters,
Words, and Combinations Thereof; Their Roots, Bones, Innards, Piths, Pips, and Secret ... With Examples of
Their Usage Foul and Savory. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Alphabet Juice: The Energies, Gists, and Spirits of Letters, Words,
and Combinations Thereof; Their Roots, Bones, Innards, Piths, Pips, and Secret ... With Examples of Their
Usage Foul and Savory. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Victor Loy:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Alphabet Juice: The Energies,
Gists, and Spirits of Letters, Words, and Combinations Thereof; Their Roots, Bones, Innards, Piths, Pips, and
Secret ... With Examples of Their Usage Foul and Savory that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Alphabet Juice: The
Energies, Gists, and Spirits of Letters, Words, and Combinations Thereof; Their Roots, Bones, Innards,
Piths, Pips, and Secret ... With Examples of Their Usage Foul and Savory become your own personal starter.

Mark Malek:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Alphabet Juice: The Energies, Gists, and Spirits of Letters, Words, and Combinations
Thereof; Their Roots, Bones, Innards, Piths, Pips, and Secret ... With Examples of Their Usage Foul and
Savory can make you sense more interested to read.



Jason Bradley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Alphabet Juice: The Energies,
Gists, and Spirits of Letters, Words, and Combinations Thereof; Their Roots, Bones, Innards, Piths, Pips, and
Secret ... With Examples of Their Usage Foul and Savory.
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