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Most policymakers see counterinsurgency and counternarcotics policy as two sides of the same coin. Stop
the flow of drug money, the logic goes, and the insurgency will wither away. But the conventional wisdom is
dangerously wrongheaded, as Vanda Felbab-Brown argues in Shooting Up.

Counternarcotics campaigns, particularly those focused on eradication, typically fail to bankrupt belligerent
groups that rely on the drug trade for financing. Worse, they actually strengthen insurgents by increasing
their legitimacy and popular support.

Felbab-Brown, a leading expert on drug interdiction efforts and counterinsurgency, draws on interviews and
fieldwork in some of the world's most dangerous regions to explain how belligerent groups have become
involved in drug trafficking and related activities, including kidnapping, extortion, and smuggling. Shooting
Up shows vividly how powerful guerrilla and terrorist organizations — including Peru's Shining Path, the
FARC and the paramilitaries in Colombia, and the Taliban in Afghanistan — have learned to exploit illicit
markets. In addition, the author explores the interaction between insurgent groups and illicit economies in
frequently overlooked settings, such as Northern Ireland, Turkey, and Burma.

While aggressive efforts to suppress the drug trade typically backfire, Shooting Up shows that a laissez-faire
policy toward illicit crop cultivation can reduce support for the belligerents and, critically, increase
cooperation with government intelligence gathering. When combined with interdiction targeting major
traffickers, this strategy gives policymakers a better chance of winning both the war against the insurgents
and the war on drugs.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

This Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. That Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs without we recognize teach the one
who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Shooting Up:
Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Shooting Up:
Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Tommie Matthews:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs
as your daily resource information.

Marianne Guzman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs.

Anthony Brown:

The reason why? Because this Shooting Up: Counterinsurgency and the War on Drugs is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will



give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.
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